
Before
 

After 

Radford City Public Schools

 

                           

Radford Reflections 
Excellence in Education....................................................Every Student................................................................................Every Day 

Fall Edition                                                                                                             2012-2013 School Year 

McHarg Elementary School 
… A New Look … 

 
 

If you haven’t seen the new look, drive by or stop in to 
see the amazing results done on a shoestring budget. 
 
 

======================== 
 
 

Superintendent’s Message 
 

The 2012-2013 school year started on a very positive note as all 10-month faculty and staff returned on August 20 for 
convocation and staff development.  Our special guest for the keynote address was Dr. Sam Houston, Director and CEO of the North 
Carolina Center for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).   In his presentation, Dr. Houston discussed the 
challenges for educating all students to be prepared for life in an ever-changing global society. 

Students returned to classes on Monday, August 27.  At McHarg Elementary School, many students were probably surprised 
to see the new look of their school.  Students, parents and faculty were welcomed by a freshly painted entrance and a new duck 
perching on a weathervane high above the front entrance. Landscaping on the front lawn had just been completely redone.  In the front 
foyer they found freshly painted walls and ceilings.  A new floor had been installed.  Old lights had been replaced with new beehive 
ceiling fans!  In the hallways, old ceilings had been removed to reveal the beautiful skylights.  Classrooms had been freshly painted 
and new ceiling fans and lights had been installed as well as new window blinds.  McHarg’s faculty and staff have always been 
welcoming and inviting and now their building is welcoming and inviting as well.  

 As we progress into the fall, the excitement for learning grows with several new programs that are in place for this year.  
Mathematics is an area where we are focusing special attention.  All students at McHarg, Belle Heth, and Dalton Intermediate will 
have the opportunity to participate in the IXL mathematics program.  You can check-out this exciting program at www.IXL.com  for 
more information.  We are also happy to offer our students the WeatherBug science and mathematics curriculum through our new 
affiliation with Earth Networks.  The WeatherBug camera is located on top of Radford High School.  You may have already seen the 
view from the WeatherBug camera on television station WDBJ-7.  

 Excellence in the Radford City Schools is a reflection of your investment for our students and the high value that you place 
on quality education.  We appreciate the outstanding support of our parents, community organizations, business partners, the Radford 
City School Board and the Radford City Council.   

 We look forward to seeing you this fall at the Homecoming Game on October 5th, at the Elementary Student Art Show on 
December 11th or enjoying lunch in one of our school cafeterias.  Best wishes for a glorious and fun-filled autumn season. 
 
Sincerely, 

Becky H. Greer       
Becky H. Greer, Ed. D. 
Division Superintendent 
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The First Day! 
Article & Photo by Ellen Denny 
 
The first day of school for a five, six or seven year old is 
exciting and full of wonder!  It is a pleasure to watch new 
students, as well as returning students, greet our staff so 
enthusiastically and eager to learn!  This year, not only did our 
young population find new friends and new teachers, but they 
entered an updated school setting.  There were many “o-o-h”s 
and “a-w-w”s from our students as they caught glimpses of the 
new coup-a-la, the beehive fans, and the brightly colored 
walls.  Lots of conversations centered on the changes, but by 
the end of the 
day, it was all 
about rekindling 
old friendships 
and forming new 
ones. McHarg 
prides itself on 
providing its 
students with 
highly qualified 
teachers and a 
rigorous curriculum, as well as an atmosphere that supports 
positive socialization. It truly is a great place to learn and to 
establish long lasting friendships! 
 
Precision Machining Students Put Skills to Use 
Article & Photo by Maury Sharp 
 
Students in Precision Machining classes taught by Maury 
Sharp got some real machining experience this week by 
manufacturing a 16 part production run of supports for 
handicapped rails in Bobcat Stadium. Beginning students were 
teamed up with advanced students and learned safety, 
measuring and sawing parts, locating and drilling holes in the 
parts, and inspection procedures. It was a great opportunity for 
a quick, total immersion into the world of manufacturing with 
real parts, deadlines, and teamwork. Thank you to Paul Hale, 
Maintenance Supervisor for providing us with this 
opportunity! 
 

 
Pictured Micah Taylor & Caleb Young 
 

Bulldogs Do Their Best 
Article & Photo by Jack McKinley 
 
     When you 
walk the 
hallways of 
Belle Heth 
Elementary 
School, you 
will notice 
many new 
signs. This 
past summer, 
the school 
posted signs 
to reinforce 
some of the 
programs 
that are being implemented. Over the past two years, Belle 
Heth has focused on two programs that are designed to 
improve the learning environment of our school.  
     The first program focuses on promoting positive student 
behaviors. Within our hallways and classrooms, we remind 
students that “Belle Heth Bulldogs Do Their BEST”. BEST is 
an acronym that stands for the following: Be Respectful, 
Everyone is Safe, Show Kindness, and Take Responsibility. 
Students are encouraged to show these behaviors in all areas 
of the school, on the bus, and even at home. 
     The next program that is being implemented is the Olweus 
Bullying Prevention Program. Research shows that when 
students encounter bullying, true learning is inhibited. This 
program aims to improve relationships while increasing 
opportunities for student learning. The four bully prevention 
rules are also posted in our hallways and classrooms. These 
rules are: 1) We will not bully others, 2) We will help others 
who are bullied, 3) We will include others who are left out, 
and 4) When we know someone is being bullied, we will tell 
an adult at home and at school. 
     We hope that these teachings are reinforced at home and 
within the community. Working together, we can make our 
schools a safer and more productive place for student learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember: 

 

October 5, 2012                      Homecoming Game/Mac n Cheese  
                                                Tasting 
October 8, 2012  End of the 1st six weeks 
 
November 1, 2012  Parent Conference Day 
November 2, 2012  Schools closed for students 
November 20, 2012  End of the 2nd six weeks 
November 21-23, 2012 Thanksgiving Holiday, schools closed 
December 11, 2012                 Supt’s Elementary Art Show 
December 18, 2012                 2 hour early dismissal 
December 19 – 31, 2012        Winter Holiday, schools closed 
 
January 1, 2013                       New Year’s Holiday, schools closed 
January 2, 2013                       Schools closed for students 
January 18, 2013                     End of the 3rd six weeks 
January 21, 2013                     Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 
January 22, 2013                     Schools closed for students 
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Dalton Orientation 
Article by Lee Slusher and Jennifer Carpenter 
Photo by Laura Bishop 
 

With much excitement 
as well as a slight sense 
of uncertainty, new 
Seventh Graders 
arrived at Dalton 
Intermediate School 
for Orientation on 
August 23rd

 

.   By the 
end of the morning, 
many discoveries had 
been made. The 
upstairs looks an awful 
lot like the downstairs. 
Lockers are a lot 
smaller than expected. 

Teachers are really helpful and want us to have a great year. 
You do have time to slip into the restroom, zip by your locker, 
outsmart the combination, get a drink of water, and still make 
it to class on time! 

 
McHarg’s Outdoor Classroom 
Article & Photo by Ellen Denny 
 
McHarg has a brand new facade.  During our summer break a 
number of improvements were completed at McHarg.  In 
addition to the paint, tile, and landscaping, we added an 
outdoor classroom.  The outdoor classroom has enough 
seating in its amphitheater for approximately 25 students.  
Lessons and teacher “read alouds” can be conducted in the 
amphitheater which is perfectly situated under a large Maple 
tree.  Three octagon cedar tables provide a lunch setting for a 
class or the desk area for science lessons.  The pond is now 
covered by a pergola and the area is enclosed by a six foot 
privacy fence.  What else could make this outdoor area more 
inviting?  The answer is the recently installed exterior door so 
that teachers and students can access the area from the main 
hall.  Our outdoor classroom is an inviting area and we look 
forward to filling it with additional plants and items to make it 
a hands-on discovery area.  We would like to thank RCPS for 
its monetary support, members of the McHarg community for 

their 
physical 
support 

and the 
McHarg 

PSA for 
the 

donation 
of the 

privacy 
fence.  Our goal is to include a greenhouse and a “food to 
table” garden within the fence.  The area is ready and waiting! 
 

Building Trades - Taking Pride in Our Shop 
Article & Photo by Skip Lawton 
 
The Building Trades classes are sprucing up our shop. The 
first project is the upgrading of our classroom tables. We 
decided to sand off all the old doodling and replace with the 
iconic Radford Bobcat “R”. We have finished the repair work 
on our tables and are now painting them. We are extremely 
excited about the projects we have lined up this year including 
several outbuildings, walking workout stations on the Bissett 
Park Trail, and numerous projects from students, parents and 
staff. All the students are excited and are ready to start 
building with the 
old adage “Safety 
First”. Our safety 
practices include 
“Five in a Row 
Before we Go” 
which are 
questions from the 
NCCER/OSHA 
Safety Test. The 
students must answer five questions in a row correctly before 
we go to work. Go Bobcats! 

 
Excitement at Dalton Intermediate 
Article by Greg Payne / Photo by Laura Bishop 
 
     Excitement is in the fall air at Dalton Intermediate School!  
We have an energetic group of students and teachers who are 
ready to enjoy the year!  We began our year with our class 
meetings.  In each meeting we discussed our goal as 
individuals to “strive for excellence” every day.  We desire to 
obtain high levels of success and achievement this year.  As 
we work together, we will create a “community of respect”.  
Practicing respect will provide the foundation for us to learn at 
high 
levels and 
enjoy the 
many 
exciting 
events to 
come. 
     This 
fall, we 
look 
forward 
to many 
special events.  Our entire school community (teachers, 
students and staff) will be participating in “One School, One 
Book”.  We will all read the same book and discuss it 
together.  There will be many special features and surprises as 
part of this initiative.  Who knows who might show up to talk 
with us? 
     Other events include a special community event with John 
Halligan, a nationally known speaker on bullying prevention, 
and a high-flying BMX bike show as our annual school 
fundraiser award!   
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Radford City Public Schools and Beans and Rice, Inc. awarded $200,000 
through VA Department of Education 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Program 
Picture provided by Beans and Rice 
 
The Virginia Department of Education recently announced the award of $200,000 in order to 
establish 21st Century Community Learning Centers programs at McHarg and Belle Heth 
Elementary Schools. The grant award is renewable for a 3 year period at $200,000 each. The 21st 
CCLC program “supports the creation of community learning centers that provide academic 
enrichment opportunities during non-school hours for children, particularly students who attend 
high-poverty and low-performing schools.”   
 
Special thanks to Eric Bucey, Executive Director, for his outstanding work on this grant. 
 
Belle Heth Bulldog Scholarship 
Article by Jack McKinley 
 
     In a partnership with the Parent School Association, Belle Heth Elementary has established the Belle Heth Bulldog Scholarship 
Fund that assisted students in attending exciting enrichment opportunities this past summer. The mission of the Belle Heth Bulldog 
Scholarship Fund is to provide financial awards to Belle Heth students, who have been identified by their teachers as well-rounded, 
engaged, and committed learners. These select students have the potential to thrive in a life-changing enrichment opportunity they 
might not otherwise be able to experience, whether scholastic, artistic, or sports-related. The program is funded entirely through 
private donations. This past year, twelve students were recipients of the award. Each student was nominated by a teacher and 

encouraged to apply. The application and selection process included a written essay that explained how the summer 
program would help the students in the future.  

     This past summer, students participated in the following activities: Camp Timber Ridge, RU Basketball 
Camp, Camp Invention, History Camp at the Glencoe Museum, RU Soccer Camp, Pulaski County 
Governor’s School, and the RHS Football Camp. After participating in the program, students were 

asked to write an exit essay detailing their experiences from the program. As we seek to continue funding 
of this program, we hope to offer these summer enrichment opportunities to many more students for years to 

come.  
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