
Radford City Public Schools

The Radford High School Tennis 
Teams have won a total of nine state 
championships since 1963. Obviously, 
tennis is an important part of our sports 
program, but our tennis courts were in 
great need of improvement to fix large 
cracks and slippery surfaces on all six 
courts.  It is with great excitement that 
we anticipate the tennis season with newly renovated courts, nets and fencing.  We are also 

proud to announce that Radford City Schools has been part of the United States Tennis Association (USTA) for the past two years and 
has adopted the Quickstart Tennis Curriculum for elementary school students.  Radford City Schools recently submitted a facilities 
grant to the USTA and is hopeful to receive funding that will help pay for a portion of the newly renovated tennis facility. We invite 
you to drive by and check out the improvements and also to come out to watch our tennis teams this year!  
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Superintendent’s Message 
 
     We kicked off the New Year in the Radford City Schools with fond reflections for 2012 and “great expectations” for excellence in 
2013.   One reason for even greater expectations is the creation of a new Key Instructional Leaders Team.  During the fall of 2012, we 
implemented the new division-wide Key Instructional Leaders Team which is composed of 25 instructional leaders representing all 
subject areas from all the schools.  Through the dedicated work of this team, we started a process to enhance understanding of the 
instructional program across grade levels, across subject areas and to bridge our transition from school to school.   By observing and 
sharing successful instructional strategies for meeting the objectives of the curriculum areas, it is our goal to provide greater 
opportunities for all our students.   One of the first major steps in this process will begin with Physical Education and Health.  After 
designing new physical education lesson plans that reinforce other subject area objectives, our Physical Education-Health Teachers 
will rotate from school to school and implement demonstration lessons in their areas of expertise.  As we move forward in this process 
with the Key Instructional Leaders Team, this should be an exciting learning opportunity for students as well as teachers, support staff 
and administrators.       
      A second reason for great expectations is our adoption of the “Be There” Program which has been endorsed by the Virginia School 
Board Association.  “Be There” will be  a  multi-media campaign delivered in print, online, radio and television supporting parent and 
community involvement  by utilizing ordinary moments of life and turning those moments into something extraordinary.  In the 
coming weeks, we will reach out to civic clubs, community organizations, churches and individuals to introduce the “Be There” 
Program in our community.  
      Excellence in the Radford City Schools is a reflection of your investment for our students and the high value that you place on 
quality education.  As we progress into the New Year, we want to express our most sincere appreciation for the outstanding support of 
our parents, community organizations, business partners, School Board and City Council.  Best wishes for a very happy New Year. 
 
Sincerely, 

Becky H. Greer       
Becky H. Greer, Ed. D. 
Division Superintendent 

 
McHarg Kindergarten Registration for 2013-2014 

 
ON THE ROAD:    Wednesday, March 13th

AT MCHARG: Thursday, March 14
 9:00 – 3:00  Sites TBA 

th 

Required for Kindergarten entrance:  Original Birth Certificate, Proof of Residency, Physical  
11:00 – 2:00 and 4:00 – 7:00 

and Immunization Record, Social Security Card 
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One School/One Book 
Article by Suzanne Miller/Picture Laura Bishop 
Pictured is Henry Moore 
 
     Dalton’s One School/One Book literacy event was a huge 
success!   Students, faculty, staff and families participated in 
the reading of Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins.  Our 
kick-off event was held on October 1st

     The final day of our OS/OB program was extra special! 
Gregor, Boots, Ares, Aurora, 
Luxa and other characters were 
in attendance that day!  The 
culminating celebration included 
prizes, a mad rush for 
autographed photos and, of 
course, root beer & cookies! 

, with an enthusiastic 
and dramatic reading by Dave Banker of the Radford City 
Public Library.   
     Every student received their own copy of the novel, had a 
nightly reading assignment and answered a trivia question the 
next morning.  Towards the end of the novel, our knowledge 
and love of bats grew as Dr. Karen Francl, from RU, shared 
with us her expertise and love of bats.  

     Thanks to everyone for 
making it a fun, meaningful and 

worthwhile literacy event!  We hope to immerse ourselves in a 
great historical fiction novel next year! 
 
Belle Heth Knitting Club 
Jack McKinley, Jude Henderson, & Nick Hastings-Crummey 
Pictured is Bethany Mullins 
 
     In sixth grade, four out of six teachers are teaching their 
kids how to knit. These teachers include Mr. Dye, Mrs. 
Dangerfield, Mrs. Edwards and Dr. Webb. The classes doing 
this use something called a knifty knitter. There are different 
sized rings for different things like hats or scarves. Many of 
the kids doing this enjoy it very much. Some of the kids have 
made four or more things.  
     While many 
students made gift 
items for the 
holidays, they 
wanted to do 
something to help 
others even more. 
The students 
decided to knit baby 
hats and donate 
them to local 
hospitals and to the 
Ronald McDonald 
House of Philadelphia. The students outdid themselves with 
this project. They were able to create and donate close to 100 
baby hats. 
 
 

Congratulation to the Cross Country Team and Walker 
Mogan on their Single A State Championships 

Radford High School AP Scholars 
Article by Lisa Swope / Photo by Brooke Craig 
Pictured:  Matt Turk, Shelby Brooks, Jeff Feng 
 
     Radford High School is pleased to announce that sixteen of 
its students have been recognized as AP Scholars by College 
Board.  AP Scholar Awards are presented to students who 
demonstrate college-level achievement through AP courses 
and exams. 
     A student is designated an AP Scholar upon earning scores 
of 3 or higher on three or more AP Exams.  Bobcat AP 
Scholars include seniors Shelby Brooks, Jeff Feng, and Matt 
Turk.  Also included are spring graduates Ethan Brown, 
Moriah Carper, Anisha Choubey, Hannah Cooley, Jason Feng, 
Nishant Grover, Sarah Irby, Hughston Kirby, and Willa Piro. 
     A student is designated an AP Scholar with Honor upon 
earning an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these 
exams.  Bobcat AP Scholars with Honor include spring 
graduates Grace Devries, Carty Flora, Andrew Mitchell, and 
Zeke Shaffer. 
     According to College Board, 79% of Radford High School 
students scored 3 or higher on AP Exams taken in May 2012.  
64% of Virginia AP students scored 3 or higher, and 61 
percent of all students worldwide scored 3 or higher on the 
spring examinations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember: 

 

February 18, 2013                  President’s Day, schools closed 
 
March 7, 2013                        End of the 4th six weeks 
March 29, 2013                      Spring Break, schools closed 
 
April 1 & 2, 2013                   Spring Break, schools closed 
April 25, 2013                        End of 5th six weeks 
April 26, 2013                        Teacher Workday, school closed for  
                                                Students 
 
May 27, 2013                          Memorial Day, schools closed 
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Big Rig Day at McHarg 
Article by Ellen Denny/Photos by Elizabeth Kanipe 
Pictured is Ella Cox 
 
The students at McHarg participated in a number of special 
events this fall.  Big Rig Day provided the students an 
opportunity to explore large commercial vehicles inside and 
out.  We had a number of volunteers from Radford City 
Utilities, the Radford Police Department, Volvo, and other 
local businesses.  We learn about community helpers and local 

jobs in the 
classroom 

and this event 
enhanced that 
unit of study 
by offering an 
up close, 

interactive 
experience.  

Big Rig Day 
was a fun, 

engaging event for all of McHarg and its visitors! 
 
4th Grade Science Fiedltrip 
Article by Jack McKinley, Melany Barocio , & Mercy Turner 
Photo by Darlene Lane 
  
     Recently, 4th grade students at Belle Heth Elementary 
School had the privilege to attend a NASA photograph exhibit 
at Radford University. Students were able to walk to Radford 
University because it is so close to the school. Students were 
able to see the photograph exhibit and take advantage of many 
learning opportunities found within Curie Hall. 
     While visiting Curie Hall, Belle Heth 4th grade classes 
were split up in groups for different activities. The groups 
learned about static electricity and visited a mineral and fossil 
exhibit. There were many interesting dinosaur bones and other 
animal bones. There were also many awesome rocks and 
minerals on display.  
     The groups also visited the planetarium where they saw a 
presentation about life in the future. They learned about the 

possibility 
of space 
exploration 

and that in 
the future 
we might 
be able to 
live on the 
moon. 

     Belle 
Heth is 
fortunate to 
be able to 

visit Radford University for this field trip and other field trips. 
We hope that students are able to be excited about learning 
that takes place after high school and that they will be inspired 
to continue their education and their love of learning. 
 

Mix It Up Day 
Article by Greg Payne / Picture by Laura Bishop 

     Students at John Dalton Intermediate School joined more 
than 2 million others across the country to cross social 
boundaries on Tuesday, November 6th, as part of the annual 
“Mix It Up at Lunch Day” campaign.  This event is designed 
to foster respect and understanding in schools. Although it is a 
national program, DIS added several features unique to our 
school. 
     Our Student Leadership Team under the direction of Terry 
Kimbleton, DIS Guidance Counselor, organized an assembly 
to encourage students to “break barriers” and engage different 
students and student groups.  During the assembly, the Student 
Leadership Team dressed as characters from our “One School, 
One Book” initiative, and used narratives from the book to 
illustrate the importance of inclusion. 
     Also, our CATS groups (student and teacher groups that 
meet weekly as part of our Olweus anti-bullying program) 
completed discussions and activities leading up to Mix It Up 
Day.  These activities encouraged students to appreciate the 
differences in others.     
     On the way to lunch on November 6th

     While at lunch, students were placed in different peer 
groups along with teachers and staff members.  This 
encouraged students and adults to cross group lines and meet 
new people.  Mix It Up Day also fosters school spirit and 
unity.   
 

Breakfast with Santa 
Article by Ellen Denny/Photo by Stephanie Shull 
 

, students took 
“bricks” from the student created “Wall of Intolerance.”  Brick 
by brick, students demonstrated the need to break barriers and 
treat others with respect and dignity. 

McHarg held its second annual “Breakfast with Santa” on 
Saturday, December 15th.  To prepare for this festive event, 
students created organic ornaments to feed the birds and 
squirrels and decorated the live outdoor Christmas tree in our 
outdoor classroom.  It was a wonderful event for our students 
and their families.  The children were able to visit with Santa 
as well as take a tour through his village.  A workshop 
(donated by Sams Brothers, 
Inc.) provided the elves a 
festive cottage in which to 
greet the guests.   The 
McHarg PSA sponsored the 
event and contributed books 
as a Christmas treat.  Over 
135 families visited with 
Santa, posed for pictures, created ornaments, played games 
and listened to Christmas carols.   
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Video Production Contest 
Article and picture by Diana Marshall 
Pictured is Ben Webster and Brandon Downey 
 
Radford High School Senior Ben Webster recently competed and placed third in the Virginia School 
Board Association (VSBA) Video Production Contest. In the contest students were charged with the 
task of creating a 30 second video with the theme; “Preparing for the Future...There’s No App for 
That”. Webster created a video showcasing the school’s annual Student Government Day, where 
students discover a wide variety of careers such as a Police Officer, Firefighter, Emergency Medical 
Technician, School Board Member, and many others. Webster also partnered with Brandon Downey 
who composed the music for the video. 
 

 
 
 
Superintendent’s Winter Art Contest and Reception 

 
     The atmosphere was festive and the School Administration Office was crowded as students, 
teachers, parents and community members turned out to view the 120 pieces of elementary 
artwork on exhibit.  Walmart donated a 14 foot pre-lit tree to enhance the festive atmosphere.  
Nicole Kowalski, 6th grader at Belle Heth Elementary School was the winner of the Winter Art 
Contest.  She won a $50 cash prize from the Superintendent.  The holiday card for the Radford 
City Schools was printed using her artwork.   Her work has been professionally framed and will 
remain on exhibit in the School Administration Office for one year.   
      The second place winner was Nicole Robinette, 3rd grader at Belle Heth.  Nicole won a $25 
cash prize.   Third grader Selena Baylor won 3rd

     We thank Dr. Bay for serving as the judge for three consecutive 
years. We also express our sincere appreciation to art teacher, 
Michelle Saunders for her assistance.   

 place and received $15.   Kindergartener Kyle 
Martin received honorable mention. Additionally, all the winners received a book from the judge 

of the contest, Dr. Richard Bay, Art Professor at Radford 
University.   

      The student art contest, exhibit and reception for middle and 
high school students will be held on Tuesday, February 12 at 5:30 
pm at the School Administration Office.  Art teachers, Kim Reese 
and Kristy Bryant are working with students to make this an 
exciting exhibit.  The public is most cordially invited to attend. 

 
The art contest winners are pictured with Dr. Greer, Dr. Bay and Members of the School Board 
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