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Superintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s Message

     The 2012-2013 school year has been one of great expectations and great successes for the Radford City Schools.  Both the Cross
Country Team and the Men’s Basketball Team won State Championships. Machining also brought home the State Championship.  Five
members of the Radford High School Choir secured national honors.  The Radford High School Band nailed down superior ratings.  The
Drama Team performed four shows of the “Wizard of Oz” in front of enthusiastic audiences.  Belle Heth Principal, Jack McKinley received
the prestigious “School Bell Award” from the Virginia Association of Elementary School Principals.  Academically, Radford City Schools
continue to rank among the best in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
     We also proposed a balanced budget which included a small salary increase for all of our employees.  Through the cooperative efforts
of the Radford City School Board and the Radford City Council, all was handled without the citizens of Radford experiencing a property
tax increase.
     Most sincere congratulations go out to all our graduating Seniors.  May your graduation day be a day of joy and a positive memory
for all of your life.
     Special thanks to all the members of our community for your continuous support of our students and our schools.  We are all very
fortunate to be part of  the Radford community. Please join us for a great celebration of the “Be There” Campaign on Wednesday night,
May 29 at Radford High School.  We look forward to seeing you there.   Best wishes for a safe, happy and wonderful summer.

Sincerely,

Becky H. Greer
Becky H. Greer, Ed. D.
Division Superintendent

Enhancing the Arts Program

What do you get when you mix 83 students from across the city of Radford,
put them all together in one big room full of funny hats, colorful costumes and
talking trees? In this case, the result was the Radford High School 2013 spring
production of “The Wizard of Oz”.  Cast members included Jordie Woods,
Michael Mann, Sara Davis, Emily Robinette, Alexander Tso, Queena Stovall
and James Stewart who worked diligently for three months to develop their
characters.  Their hard work showed as the audience gave them much-
deserved standing ovations. Students from McHarg and Belle Heth rounded
out the cast serving as the Munchkins and the merry citizens of Oz. Stage
Director, Tonya Bowyer, guided the cast through the rehearsal and production
process and Lois Castonguay provided the musical direction for the show.
Dante Piro, a junior at Radford High School, served as the choreographer.
Usually seen onstage, Dante took this opportunity to widen his skills by

By Tonya Bowyer

creating fabulous dance numbers that were  learned by students aged 4 to 18. The production included some unique casting choices
which included a 4 year old portraying Toto, another 4 year old dipicting the flames of the Witch and one of the highlights of the show
was the RHS State Men’s Basketball Champions serving as the Winkies. It was a great way to mix athletics and the arts!
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Belle Heth Theatre Visit
By Jack McKinley

     The dramatic arts are
alive and well at Belle
Heth Elementary School.
Funding through the
Belle Heth Parent School
Association (PSA) and
the Virginia Commission
for the Arts brought two
exciting programs to the
school. Students
participated in recent
presentations from the Barter Theatre Players and Missoula
Children’s Theatre.
     Last January, the Barter Theatre Players, from Abingdon,
performed two plays. Students in 3rdand 4th grade enjoyed the fun
and entertaining Miss Nelson is Missing. Fifth and sixth grade
students enjoyed the thought provoking performance of A
Thousand Cranes.  Both plays were enjoyable, entertaining, and
worked to reinforce good character among the student body.
     In March, the PSA funded dramatic workshops provided by
Missoula Children’s Theatre. Through the power of imagination
and improvisation, students learned how to increase their creativity.
The students and teachers at Belle Heth are grateful for these
enrichment opportunities and look forward to more opportunities
in the future.

McHarg Students Visit RU
Article and Picture by Dana DeHart

The second graders at McHarg were amazed at the wonders of
science on their fieldtrip to RU for Science Day.  They watched a
show at the planetarium and toured the Geology museum, as well
as the greenhouse.  They saw exciting demonstrations and
experiments from the Physics and Chemistry Departments.  They
saw a glimpse of what the different sciences can offer.

When Hurricane Sandy struck last October, destroying homes
and schools in its path, Dalton Intermediate Students were
concerned about how the destruction affected the daily lives of
children in those devastated areas.  Our seventh and eighth graders
immediately wanted to help. During the student advisory period
(CATS), our children saw the hardest-hit areas on video, listened
to news reports, and discussed the importance of service beyond
self. Through fundraising efforts, including baking and selling
cupcakes and candy, our students raised $630 for their “Helping

Small School - Big Hearts
Article by Lee Slusher/Photo by Kelly Morris

Salem Red Sox Reading Program
Article by Suzanne Miller/Photo by Kelly Morris

     April 17th was a day of
celebration!  An
enthusiastic and hard
working group of DIS
students successfully met
their reading goals while
participating in the Salem
Red Sox program.  Their
reward was a fun filled day
at a Red Sox game.  The field
trip was absolutely perfect
and the teachers couldn’t
have been any more proud
of the students.

     The Salem Red Sox reading initiative is an incentive-based
program designed to encourage students to read for enjoyment.
Goals are determined by the teachers, but the students do the
hard part!  Participation in the program was a definite home run!
     We’d like to thank the Salem Red Sox organization, the Great
611 Steakhouse Restaurant, Mr. Jones and Mr. Payne for making
our memorable day possible!

Dates to Remember:

June 6, 2013                 Graduation Day
June 7, 2013                 Last Day of School

August 26, 2013          First Day of School

N o r t h e r n
Neighbors Fund.”
Shown above is
Annie Harvey, the
Executive Director
of the NRV
American Red
Cross, receiving a
check for hurricane
relief in New Jersey
from several proud
DIS students.
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During summer vacation, it is easy to do other things besides reading.  Along with teachers, librarians hope to motivate 

students and parents to continue to read all year long.  This summer at the Radford Public Library, we will “Dig into Reading,” and 
we are hoping that all of Radford will dig in with us.   Join us all summer as we celebrate the warm weather and the lazy afternoons 
with our favorite books.   

Our new on-line tracking system will allow families to keep track of their reading all summer long from the comfort of their 
home.  No more paper tracking logs to lose, and no more forgetting to log hours while on vacation.  This new resource allows you to 
log your hours and books from anywhere you have an internet connection! Simply log onto our website (www.radfordpl.org) and 
create an account in our Summer Reading page for you, your child, or the whole family!  That’s right, teens and adults have the same 
opportunity to win great prizes all summer long as well. 

With our easy to use tracking system, the great prizes available, and the awesome programs planned, there is no reason not to 
join in on the fun and keep reading all summer.  So get digging!!!  We look forward to seeing you this summer.  
 

June 8  Sign-ups begin          Design your own shovel craft (drop in 10-5) 

June 12  Magician Mike Klee @ 3pm 

June 18  Construction Dig Party @ 10am                     Sit in real construction vehicles!!! 

June 26  Larsen Family Reptiles @ 2pm 

July 12  Uno, Dos, Tres Andres bilingual musical show @ 3pm 

July 15  Archaeology Dig with Professor Cliff Boyd from RU @ 11am 

July  20  National Moon Day Celebration @ 11am 

August 2  Miss Alice’s Beach Bash and the End of Summer Reading Party @ 11am 

Check out our website to find out about all of the other activities we have planned this summer! 

www.radfordpl.org 

         

 

 

 

 

Adopt a duck…help send a kid to college 

 
 

           Ever wonder how a rubber duck can help a RHS student get to RU?  The Radford Noon Rotary does just that by co-
sponsoring with the Radford Visitor’s Center an event called the ‘Radford Lucky Duck Race’.  Rubber ducks are ‘adopted’ for a 
nominal fee (only $5 for a lone duck) and then the ducks are dropped off of the Memorial Bridge into the New River.  The ducks race 
to the finish line and the first duck wins a prize!  
           The proceeds from this event benefit the Noon Rotary Scholarship Fund.  This scholarship is awarded annually to a Radford 
High School student that is attending Radford University.  The scholarship has been awarded for over fifteen years.  According to 
Ralph Stewart with the Radford Noon Rotary, there is an application process and the winner is chosen with help from Radford High 
School. 

This year’s event will be held on Saturday, August 17th during the Classic Car Show in Bisset Park.  To see pictures from last 
year’s race or to ‘adopt a duck’ and help the scholarship fund, visit radfordduckrace.webs.com/donate 
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Main Street Radford's mission is to foster vitality along Radford’s Main Street with historic preservation and physical improvement, 
engaging promotions, collaborative entrepreneurial strategies, and active community participation. To get more information about 
Main Street Radford or to volunteer, contact us by phone (540-731-3656), email (info@mainstreetradford.org), visit our website 
(www.mainstreetradford.org), like us on Facebook or follow us on twitter. MSR's office is located at 107 Third Ave., Radford VA. 
24141 
 

 
 
 
The Radford City Schools would like to express our most sincere appreciation to our 2012-2013 business partners: 
 
Auto Shine 
BTO Yogurt 
BT’s Restaurant 
Cox’s Driving Range 
El Charro Mexican Grill 
Elliot’s Military Surplus 
First Bank of Virginia 
Harvey’s GM 
Lamours 
Macado’s 

Myoptics Eyewear 
NAPA Auto Parts 
Ntelos 
O’Reilly Auto Parts 
P.R. Sturgill Fine Jewelry 
Pizza Inn 
Powers Fence Co. 
River City Grill 
Sal’s Jr. 
Sal’s Italian Restaurant 

Sharkey’s 
Shelor Motor Mile 
Stellar One 
The Carpet Shop 
The Flower Pot 
Todd’s Jewelry 
Tuck Chiropractic 
West End Animal Clinic 

 
 
 

 
 
The "Be There" Campaign community kick-off event will be held on Wednesday, May 29 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm at 
Radford High School.  Students, parents, employees, our business partners and community members are invited to 
attend.  Admission and food are free.  Children under 18 must be accompanied by a parent. 
 

Stop by the Radford Farmers Market this summer, every Saturday from 8:00 
am to 1:00 pm in the Farmers Market lot. At the Farmer's Market you will find fresh 
fruit and vegetables along with cool crafts, plants, herbs, yummy baked goods and live 
music. Located in the 1100 block of East Main Street, the Radford Farmers Market 
now accepts EBT/SNAP and most major credit cards. Shop locally and support our 
local farmers & crafts people.  

Main Street Radford is proud to once again host the Radford After Five 
Concert Series. Starting in June this series runs through September with a diverse 
musical line up, theme and venue. These family friendly concerts have kids crafts and 
yummy snacks. Join us each third Friday of the summer months as we dance the night 
away with:  

 
 

June 21—Badunkafunk in The Norfolk Southern Lot 
July 19—The Worx at Central Lumber Parking Lot 
August 16– Rutledge in The Gazebo in Bisset Park 

September 20 - The Vespers in The Norfolk Southern Lot 
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BEST Behaviors at Belle Heth
Article by Jack McKinley/Photo by Jaime Clemmer

R e s p e c t f u l ,
Everyone is Safe,
Show Kindness,
and Take
Responsibi l i ty.
After working hard
all year, students
and teachers

     Students at Belle Heth have been showing their BEST
behaviors. BEST is an acronym that stands for the following: Be

celebrated with a
school-wide event.
Last March, Belle
Heth held the First
Annual Teachers

McHarg Learns about Resources and Saving
Money
Article by Sharon Woinski and Stephanie Shull
Photo by Sharon Woinski

     Throughout the
fifth six weeks first
grade students at
McHarg have been
studying resources
and saving money.
     Mrs. Woinski’s
students had the
opportunity to
participate in hands
on activities as well
as experiments this
six weeks. In one
e x p e r i m e n t ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,
students used
petroleum jelly on a
piece of paper to
collect pollutants
from the air.
Students made predictions in the morning about what would happen
to their paper during the day. Finally, at the end of the day students
collected their papers from the outdoor classroom and analyzed
the results. Students were very surprised by the amount of
pollutants that stuck to their papers. The boys and girls learned
from their findings that many things are floating around in the air
that we breathe. The class then discussed ways to help keep
pollutants out of the air. Students have now become very
conscientious of the importance of reducing pollutants in an effort
to keep our earth healthy!
    Mrs. Shull’s students welcomed Jeff Irby and Rebecca Miles
from First Bank in Radford.  Each year First Bank, in conjunction
with the American Bankers Association, sponsors a day called
“Teach Children to Save.”  Mr. Irby and Mrs. Miles presented
activities on wants and needs and Mrs. Shull’s children learned
the importance of earning and saving money.  The boys and girls
enjoyed the special presentation, learning that the things we buy
are not always necessities.  Therefore, it is most important to make
good choices when it comes to spending.  Each student was
awarded a certificate of participation and have begun their quest
to STASH, Start Today And Save Huge!

Each year Dr. Greer invites the
kindergarten students to visit at the
School Administration Office.  The
students take a tour of the building,
meet the office staff members, talk
about their favorite bears from Dr.
Greer’s bear collection, and receive
a small bear as a gift to take home.

vs. Students Basketball Game at the Radford Recreation Center.
     Through positive behaviors, students earned their way into the
game. Additional privileges were earned as well. Some students
opted to participate as student players, announcers, cheerleaders,
set-up/cleanup crew, or as a member of the snack crew.  The event
was well attended by parents, community members, and others.
The Highlander cheerleaders from Radford University even joined
the event.
     The teachers and students of Belle Heth are excited to look
forward to further events that celebrate positive behavior for the
remainder of this school year and for future years to come.

     The Radford High School Band and Concert Choir have been
awarded the Blue Ribbon Award from the Virginia Music Educator
Association.  The purpose of the award is to recognize schools
throughout the Commonwealth who have superior performing
ensembles as evidenced by the district Performance Assessment
rating.

RHS Band and Concert Choir Awarded Blue Ribbon
By Lois Castonguay

McHarg Visits the School Board Office
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The Radford City School Board celebrated
the State Championship with the Radford

High School Men’s Basketball coaches and
Team Members

On April 6, Cody Morgan traveled to the Richmond area to compete in the Skills USA Va.
State Competition. After turning in a resume and receiving an orientation on the contest
and equipment in the John Tyler Community College Machine Shop, the 8 contestants
from all over Va. traveled to the Rolls-Royce Jet Engine plant near Petersburg for a dinner
and tour of their new 570 million dollar machining facility. The next morning the contestants
began the competition which consisted of a written exam, layout of a part for machining,
milling machine use, and lathe use. After the 5 hour test, Cody was declared the winner
and received a Machinists toolbox filled with measuring tools and a $500 scholarship for
the National Skills USA Championships in Kansas City on June 23-29. 

Skills USA Competition
Article by Maury Sharp/Photo by Mack Williams

Congratulations on your retirement!

Barbara Shifflett, Renee Myers, Maury
Sharp, Lee Slusher, Eleanor Wyatt,

and Carolyn Kimbleton


