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Superintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s Message
      The summer of 2013 has been very busy in Radford.  Between rain,
thunder and road construction, the Radford City Schools implemented
an exciting pilot project.  Using two air conditioned buses that have
been donated to us by Radford University, our educational summer
program went mobile.   The buses traveled to various sites around the
city for the continuation of quality reading instruction and the use of
technology.   The pilot project was extremely successful so we will

New Website

Radford City Schools has partnered with Edlio to create a new division and school websites.  The new look is inviting, brighter, modern
and convenient to use.  One major change is the menu bar at the top of the page which will remain consistent throughout the sites.
Parents have a specific section where lunch menus, transportation, health forms and other information can be found.  The Calendar link
allows visitors to view calendars that pertain to their student’s school.  Teachers have the ability to inform parents of class content on
their staff page.  We hope you enjoy the new site and find it helpful and informative.   Check it out at www.rcps.org

move into the fall with great enthusiasm for continuing a mobile lab project.  We extend a warm welcome to Toni Cox and the Radford
Public Library as they join us in this project.
     The regular 2013-2014 school year began on August 19 as all 10-month faculty and staff returned to work.  Convocation and staff
development was held at Radford High School for all school division employees.  Our presenter for the keynote address was Dr. Matt
Dunleavy from Radford University.  Dr. Dunleavy’s presentation focused on innovation in education particularly in the area of technology.
Delegate Joseph Yost was our special guest for the morning.
      On August 26, students returned to classes.  For the first time, there was no fee to ride a school bus.  The Radford City Schools has
taken over all responsibilities for the school division transportation and has implemented all the requirements of the State of Virginia for
school divisions operating transportation systems.
      The “Be There” campaign kicked-off last year with a successful spring event.  As we progress into the fall, we look forward to the next
event to be sponsored by the “Be There” campaign on November 8.  Special thanks to Kelly Morris and Lee Slusher who are serving as
Co-Directors of the campaign for this year.
      Excellence in the Radford City Schools is a reflection of your investment for our students and the high value that you place on quality
education.  We appreciate the outstanding support of our parents, community organizations, business partners, School Board and City
Council.
      We look forward to seeing you this fall at the Homecoming Game on October 11th against Floyd County, at one of our many great art
events, volunteering with students or having lunch in one of the school cafeterias.  Best wishes for a glorious and fun-filled autumn
season.

Sincerely,

Becky Greer
Becky H. Greer, Ed. D.
Superintendent
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Belle Heth Welcomes New Third Grade Students
By Jack McKinley

    Belle Heth is excited to welcome the new incoming class of third
graders. During the first week of school, Mr. McKinley, teachers,
and guidance counselors met with all third grade students to
welcome them to their new school. They also attended assemblies
where they learned about different aspects of our school.
Specifically, the students learned about procedures and expected
behaviors at their new school.

A Great First Day at Dalton Intermediate
By Becky Dangerfield

    Early Monday
morning, young
faces started their
first day of school
with a mixture of ex-
citement and dread,
along with anxiety
for some.  Eighth
graders spent the
morning greeting
friends and catching
up with each other
after the summer
break.  Many sev-
enth graders were

concerned about being able to open their lockers and find their
way to classes.  Since there was no zero period on the first day,
students and teachers all had a little extra time before beginning
their day.  
    The 2013-14 school year began with quite a few new faces at
Dalton Intermediate, in addition to the seventh graders coming up
from sixth grade at Belle Heth.  We welcomed seven eighth graders
and eleven seventh graders who are new to Radford City schools.
    For the first time, Radford City Schools started the school year
with a two hour early release.  This sped up the day as students
went through an abbreviated schedule which included each class.
Students had the opportunity to find each classroom, meet each
teacher, and find out some basic class expectations.  The 12:35 bell
ended a day filled with many smiles.Monarch Butterfly

By Dana DeHart

   2nd graders are
learning about the
Monarch Butterfly.
 The children watch
the stages and learn
from first-hand
experience.  The
classrooms are full
of milkweed and
c a t e r p i l l a r s .
  M o n a r c h
butterflies go
through four stages
during one life cycle,
and through four generations in one year. The four stages are the
egg, the larvae (caterpillar), the pupa (chrysalis), and the adult
butterfly. The four generations are actually four different butterflies
going through these four stages during one year until it is time to
start over again with stage one and generation one. 
   The Monarch will migrate to Mexico or southern parts of North
America.  There are lots of very interesting things to learn about
the monarch butterfly and the children are excited about this
experience.

Dates to Remember:

October 3, 2013               End of 1st grading period
October 10, 2013             Report cards go home
October 11, 2013               Homecoming Game

November 1, 2013            Schools Closed for Parent
                                            Conferences
November 14, 2013          End of 2nd grading period
Nove mber 20, 2013         Report cards go home
November 27 - 29, 2013    Fall Break

December 20, 2013           2 hour early dismissal
December 23 - 31, 2013   Winter Holidays

January 1, 2014                New Year’s Holiday
January 2 - 3, 2014         School Closed Teacher Workdays
January 6, 2014                  School opens after Winter Holidays
January 15, 2013             End of 3rd grading period

    At Belle Heth, we
emphasize positive
behavior through
the recognition of
respect, safety,
kindness, and
responsibility. We
will reward students
for their behavior
with a student vs.
teacher basketball
game on October

31. We also would like to involve parents during game day as well.
Our students also learned how to combat bullying behaviors. They
were reminded of the Olweus Anti-Bullying rules which state: 1)
We will not bully others. 2) We will help students who are bullied.
3) We will include students who are left out. 4) If we know that
someone is being bullied, we will tell an adult at school and an
adult at home.
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College Board Announces AP Scholars
Submitted by Lisa L. Swope, Gifted Coordinator

    College Board has announced that ten recent Radford High
School graduates have been named AP Scholars by virtue of their
outstanding performance on Advanced Placement examinations.
      Recent graduates Ryan Aubrey (University of Virginia ), Shelby
Brooks (University of Virginia), Jeff Feng (Duke), Daniel Hawke
(University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill), and Matthew Turk
(Virginia Tech), were named AP Scholars With Distinction.  Each of
these students received an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP
exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these
exams.
    Both Walker Mogen (Davidson) and Katy Wheeler (Virginia
Tech) were named AP Scholars with Honor.  These students
received an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken,
and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams.
     Sara Davis (Appalachian State), Kassidy Lampert (University
of Virginia), and Jordan Woods (Virginia Tech) were named AP
Scholars.  These students received scores of 3 or higher on three
or more A.P. exams.
    Actual score averages for each category of scholars at Radford
High School were 4.19, 4.38, and 3.40, respectively.
     Advanced Placement is a program offered through College
Board.  Most colleges and universities offer college credit for high
AP examination scores.  These examinations are offered in the
spring at high schools that offer approved Advanced Placement
courses.  Radford High School currently offers five Advanced
Placement courses in Chemistry, Calculus AB, English Literature
& Composition, Government and Politics, and United States
History.  RHS offers additional AP courses online through Virtual
Virginia.

DIS - Off to a Great Start
Article By: Angela Gess / Photos By: Laura Bishop

    Seventh grade orientation and open house at DIS were held on
Thursday, August 22, 2013 and both were a great success!
    During seventh grade orientation, the halls and classrooms were
full of eager students and enthusiastic teachers.  Students had the
opportunity to experience their new schedules by participating in
an abbreviated “mock school day.”  This allowed students to
practice changing classes, use their lockers, and find important
destinations at RHS like the cafeteria, library, and gym.
    While many students seemed nervous at the beginning of the
day, they appeared to leave orientation feeling confident that they
were ready for the first day of school.
    Turn out at open house was outstanding!  Most DIS students
and their parents were in attendance.  They were greeted at the
entrance to the school by Kelly Morris and Suzy Miller, teachers at
DIS and the school’s “Be There” program representatives.  Several
parents signed up to become partners with the school in the “Be
There” campaign.
    Students received their schedules and locker assignments and
met their teachers. While there are several teachers new to DIS this
year, none of them are new to the school district.  Tonya Hall-
Bowyer (English 8), Angela Gess (English 7 & 8), Suzanne Graham
(Special Education), Kelli Jessie (Special Education) and Ken Keister
(PE) are coming to DIS from RHS.  Becky Dangerfield (English 8)
and Beverly Edwards (Math 7 & 8, Pre-Algebra 8) are coming to
DIS from Belle Heth.
     If orientation and open house are any indication, the 2013-2014
school year should be a fantastic one!

Snow Ball Fight in August????
By Dana DeHart

    2nd graders play a game of detective getting to know one an-
other.  Each student wrote specific things about themselves with-

out putting
their name on
the paper.
Then the 2nd

graders balled
up their paper
and threw the
“snowballs”
at each other.
At the end of
the game the
students had
to pick up the
paper they
found on the
ground and

“played detective” to figure out which paper belonged to which
student.

PowerAnnouncement

Emergency notifications, school closings and other school related
messages will be communicated through email, text messaging, or
voice to parent and students using PowerAnnouncement. It is
important that parents notify the school of any phone or email
changes at the start of the year and any time during the school
year. Parents are encouraged to verify that the contact information
is up to date. Messaging options must also be setup within the
Parent Portal. Parents must opt-in to receive messages by text.
Each student has a secure login for the Parent Portal. If you do not
have access to the Parent Portal, please contact the school directly.
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Radford City After-School Strings Program
By Jack McKinley

   This year, Radford City Schools will offer a strings program for students at Belle Heth
Elementary School in grades 5 and 6. This program is being offered through a partnership
between Radford City Schools and New River Valley Friends of the Roanoke Symphony.
   The students in the program will have the opportunity to learn to play the violin, viola, or
cello. Classes will be offered after school every Monday and instruction will be provided by
a private instructor. Class fees and instrument rentals fees will be paid by parents along with
subsidized funds from the Radford City Schools.
   This will be a great addition to our music programs at Belle Heth. Currently, students can
participate in the Belle Heth Harmonies Choir and the Orff Ensemble, a multi-instrumental
group. We look forward to hearing our students learn and progress through the strings
program at Belle Heth.

Radford High School Awarded Claudia Dodson Sportsmanship, Ethics
and Integrity Award
Article by Jeff Smith
Picture by Jennifer Eller

Radford High School has been recognized by the Virginia High School League as a recipient
of the Claudia Dodson Sportsmanship, Ethics and Integrity Award for the 2012-2013 school
year.  Only 25 high schools in Virginia received this award based on good sportsmanship
exhibited by coaches, players, and fans. This is the fourth time RHS has been selected for
this prestigious award.


