
2014-2015 School Year

Radford City Public SchoolsRadford City Public SchoolsRadford City Public SchoolsRadford City Public SchoolsRadford City Public Schools
Radford Reflections
Winter Edition

Excellence in Education ......................................................... Every Student ............................................................................................ Every Day

     During the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, we pause to be thankful for all our many blessings here in Radford.  As a school
division, we greatly appreciate the support of our parents, volunteers, City Council, all the City Departments and the citizens.  We
celebrate the dedication of our administrators and strong faculty/staff working together as a team.  It is with great Bobcat Pride that our
team works to provide a high quality education for our students who are the citizens and leaders of tomorrow.
     Our School Division is also very fortunate to have support from 501 c3 non-profit organizations.  As we approach the end of the
calendar year for tax deductible donations, we want to thank the Radford High School Foundation for supporting endowed scholarships
and teacher grants and the Radford City Schools Partners for Excellence Foundation for supporting academic, arts and athletic projects.
We also encourage donors to check with their employers as many corporations contribute matching dollars with their employees’ tax
deductible donations.
     The Senior Class of 2014 holds the distinction of being the first Radford High School Senior Class to have “Zero Senior Drop-outs”.
We’re approaching the end of our first semester and a time when a few seniors may encounter unexpected and unfortunate situations in
their lives.  This happens at every high school and is certainly not unique to Radford.  Prior to last year, these Seniors often dropped out
of high school after investing twelve years of their lives toward their high school education without achieving the goal of graduating with
their Senior Class.  Even though those Seniors may go on to earn a high school diploma in later years or a GED, graduating with their class
can never be achieved.  If you know a 2015 Senior, please offer that person words of encouragement and congratulations.  Your kind works
may be more important than you know in encouraging that Senior to stay the course and not drop out in the second semester.  Only a true
team effort of all Seniors, all families, all administrators, all faculty/staff, School Board and the entire City will make it possible to achieve
a “Back-to-Back” for the all-important “Zero Senior Drop-Outs 2015”.
     Best wishes for good health, much success and great happiness in 2015.

Sincerely,

Superintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s Message

     It is a joy to announce the winners of the 2014 Superintendent’s Elementary Art Contest.  Congratulations to Alison Slaughter, 2nd
grader in Ms. Keister’s class at McHarg Elementary School as the first place winner.  Alison won a $50 prize from the Superintendent at the
December 9th School Board meeting.  The holiday card from the Radford City Schools was printed using her artwork.  Her original work
has been professionally framed as a gift to her.  A copy of her work will be framed for exhibit in the School Administration Office.
     The second place winner was Kaydence Addison, 4th grader in Ms. Hunter’s class at Belle Heth.  Kaydence won a $25 prize.  Third
place went to Aubrey Nolan, 6th grader in Ms. Raccuia’s class who won $20.  Fourth place went to Zora Fox, 3rd grader in Mr. Graham’s
class who received $15.
     The secondary student art contest and exhibit will feature the work of middle and high school students.  The exhibit will be held on
Tuesday, Februrary 10, 2015 at 5:30 pm at the School Administration Office.
     We wish to express our most sincere appreciation to Elementary Art Teacher, Michelle Saunders for all her work on this art contest.

Superintendent’s Elementary Art Contest and Reception

Becky GreerBecky GreerBecky GreerBecky GreerBecky Greer
Becky H. Greer, Ed. D., , , , , Superintendent
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Belle Heth just finished up
the first round of Bulldog
Clubs!  Our clubs met on
Fridays for 9 weeks from
8:15-8:45.   Our clubs var-
ied and offered some awe-
some opportunities out-
side the normal classroom

Friday Bulldog Clubs
By Lynn Jacomen

routine!  This first round of clubs consisted of Yoga, Legos, STEP,
Architecture, Mine Craft, Sign Language, Newspaper, Creative
Writing, Drama, Science, Mythology Theatre, Crafts, Math Wiz-
ards, Science, Dance, Cross Fit, Jump Rope, Running, Cooking,
Comic Books, Pallet Art, Computers, Chess, and Guitar!  We had
enough clubs so that every student could participate!  Special
thanks to community members including Radford University, par-
ents, and teachers for leading and assisting in our clubs.  Please
consider signing up to lead or assist in our next round which will
begin in late January.

     In the month of October, our own Dalton Intermediate School
was doing their annual One School, One Book program. The
school’s students and faculty read and discussed this year’s book,
which was The Giver. The Giver is about a community of perfec-
tion, with no emotions, color, or feelings.  A boy named Jonas
becomes the Receiver of Memory. Dalton Intermediate would read
a chapter or so every day in their English class, and discuss ques-
tions within the classroom. The school really enjoyed the novel,
and the students seemed to love having the entire faculty reading

Article Bethany Mullins/Picture Laura Bishop
The Big Event

it as well.
     There were many
prizes and awards for
reading The Giver.
Every day there was
a trivia question
asked over the an-
nouncements in the
morning. The kids
could turn in an-
swers, the winners
were drawn from the
pile of correct answers, and the winners received prizes. The grand
finale was the big trip at the end of our journey. The students were
rewarded with a big screen showing of The Giver, the movie, at
Radford Theatre. Everyone was given popcorn and a drink, and
chose to sit wherever they wanted. It was a great end to a great
school event!

McHarg’s first Meaningful Mon-
day was very successful.  We not
only provided a variety of enrich-
ing activities, but a number of our
children created stronger relation-
ships with their teacher by working
in a one-on-one or small group set-

By Racheal Waff
Meaningful Monday

McHarg celebrated Big Rig Day on October 29.  Students toured a
variety of vehicles and learned about their use in the community. 

Big Rig Day
Article Pam Chitwood/Picture Dana DeHartting focusing on personal academic needs. In the afternoon all of

our students had access to a 19-piece guitar ensemble, the RHS
choir (they taught us a song!), and outside fun with the RU men’s

soccer team. We also enjoyed s’more fun
with a snack of melted chocolate and marsh-
mallows on graham crackers.  Of the many
enriching activities that day, many kinder-
gartners participated in one involving dough
– the edible kind!  Joe and Meghan Pugliese
of Sal’s restaurant fame shared their pizza-
making (and dough throwing) skills with the

students – and of course, students also got to eat some delicious
pizza!   Thank you to all the community members who helped us to
make our Meaningful Monday meaningful! 

     Congratulations to Senior, Avery
Davis, for placing Third in the Shelor
Motor Mile Talent Show.  Students from
ten area high school competed on Sat-
urday, November 15th at Christiansburg
High School.  This is the third year of
Shelor Motor Mile Talent Show and each
year, the level of talent has increased. 
Avery played her fiddle and sang her
own impassioned arrangement of
 ”House of The Rising Sun”.

 Big Rigs included fire
trucks, police cars,
race cars, public utility
trucks, and an ice
cream truck from
Homestead Creamery. 
A favorite stop was the SWAT Truck, hosted by Kale Craver (pic-
tured), also pictured are second grade students; Sincere Taylor,
Isaac Wayne, Caroline Reppert, Bryant Weaver, Jackson Wade,
and Gavin Frost.  

Congratulations to out State Champion Girls’ Cross
Country Team

         Dates to Remember

   January 1 - 2     Schools closed/Winter Break
   January 19     Schools closed/MLK Holiday
   January 20     Schools closed/Staff Developement
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Radford City Schools
Partners for Excellence Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 355
Radford, VA 24143
540.320.3172

It has been said that “a school is a building that has four walls…with tomorrow inside.” Radford City children

deserve the brightest of tomorrows, and together we can help that happen. I am pleased to announce the formation of the

Radford City Schools Partners for Excellence Foundation, Inc., a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization founded to enhance and

support the academics, arts, and athletics within the school division. An enriched environment is the precursor for student

learning and reflects our city’s priorities for our youth; therefore, we invite you to help us meet our goal of having the finest

educational tools and facilities in Virginia.

With State funding at an all-time low, our community must share the responsibility of providing venues for our city’s

children to be the very best they can be. Radford united for the benefit of its children can do amazing things! You are an

important member of our city’s dedicated Bobcat family that understands our children deserve to grow, learn, perform, and

thrive in a quality environment; therefore, the Partners for Excellence Foundation Board is asking for your financial support.

To learn more about us, visit www.rcps.org and click on the Public Education Foundation link. A list of the

Foundation’s projects may be viewed.  I am sure you will find one that interests you. Several are worthy of a naming

opportunity to honor someone special. For your convenience, an online donation can be made by utilizing the “Donation”

tab. If you would prefer writing a check, write on the memo line the project name to which you wish to donate and mail to

the post office box listed above. No matter the amount, your tax-deductible contribution is greatly appreciated.  We recently

received a tremendous gift from the Radford Heritage Foundation and want to offer a special thank you for the donation of

the Arnheim House for our headquarters.

Please contact me if you have any questions. I look forward to talking with you and sharing our vision for Radford

City Schools.

                                                                       Most sincerely,

Lee Jordan Slusher,
Executive Director

———————————————————————————————————————————————
For your convenience, clip and enclose with your tax-deductible donation to:
              RCPS Partner’s Foundation,  PO Box  355, Radford, Virginia   24143

Donor’s Name:  _______________________________    Donation Amount: ___________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

Specify Name of Project or General Fund:    _____________________________________

(A receipt will be mailed to your address.)
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Special Thanks for assistance on this newsletter to:
                  McHarg Elementary
                Belle Heth Elementary
                  Dalton Intermediate
                  Radford High School
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In November, Radford City fourth
graders took part in a five day Art-
ists in Residency program spon-
sored by the New River Valley
Friends of the Roanoke Symphony
and Radford Schools.  The Saturn
String Quartet held workshops for

By Sandy Findley
Belle Heth String Quartet

the students every morning for four days.  During the workshops, the quartet played pieces for the students, talked about the various
string instruments, and learned about different composers.  Each day the students were also engaged in playing string instruments and
learning to play a short piece themselves!  Belle Heth students and teachers enjoyed listening to the string quartet play during lunch too.
On the final day, the Saturn String Quartet gave a school concert, which featured many fourth grade students playing “Mary Had a Little
Lamb” on string instruments.  It was a great week!

     Many changes are happening around Radford High school with the introduction of a new Agri-
culture program. Not only are there new classes being offered but a new club has also been intro-
duced, Future Farmers of America (National FFA Organization). The Radford High School FFA is 30

Future Farmers of America (FFA)
By: Katie Givens

members strong! So far this year the FFA has
participated in the Homecoming parade, held a
pumpkin-carving contest, and had a pie and trivia day for our members. FFA’s motto
is “Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to Serve” and that is
exactly what we have planned for our members this year. Our members will be compet-
ing at various levels on agriculture related topics: tractor driving, livestock judging,
floriculture, and veterinary science just to list a few. Not only will we be competing but
we will also be hosting a farmers breakfast, Agriculture day, and celebrating National
FFA week. FFA has big plans for its first year and we would like to thank everyone
who has shown support in anyway.


