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Excellence in Education ......................................................... Every Student ............................................................................................ Every Day

Superintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s Message
     While saying “Good-bye” to 2013, we look forward to 2014 with excitement and enthusiasm.  In the fall of 2013, the Radford City
Schools became one of only 18 of the 134 School Divisions in Virginia to meet all the Federal Annual Measurable Objectives (AMO’s).
We are also happy to emphasize that all schools in the School Division are fully accredited by the State and accredited by AdvancEd/
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
      These accomplishments at the top level are achieved through the dedication of our high quality faculty and staff working together
as one successful team.  In Radford we are blessed with principals, teachers, and support staff with the positive drive to work together
and provide the best opportunities for our students.
      As we kick off the New Year, we will be meeting with principals and teachers for a close look at our mathematics program as we strive
for even greater success.  Dr. Patricia Wright, Virginia’s State Superintendent of Public Instruction has commented “Virginia’s public
schools are beginning a new trend line with the implementation of more challenging standards and assessments.  The goal is to build on
the progress already made under the Standards of Learning program and ensure that all graduates possess the knowledge and skills
needed for success in college and the workplace.”  In order that our students in Radford receive the highest quality mathematics
instruction, that we follow the Standards of Learning and insure the greatest success in SOL Testing, we will work together to make any
needed changes to our programs and procedures.
      In the next few months, we will be offering our second opportunity to the public for input on ideas for a major renovation facility
project and additional new wing/or stand-alone gymnasium at McHarg Elementary School.  The public input session will be held at the
Radford City Schools’ Administration Office at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, March 25th.  Please arrive by 5:50 pm to sign in if you would like to
speak.  Though the project is several years in the future, we want to be prepared and ready to begin when funds become available.
     Through a partnership with Radford University’s Recreation, Parks and Tourism Department, we are planning to launch a Study
Abroad Program for interested Seniors.  Students will be able to earn 3 semester hours of college credit for their participation.  We plan
for this program to be available to our Seniors in the second semester of the upcoming school year.
     Achieving excellence in education is a reflection of your investment for our students and the high value that you place on quality
education.  As we progress into the New Year, we want to express our most sincere appreciation for the outstanding support of our
parents, community organizations, business partners, School Board and City Council.  Best wishes for a very happy and successful
2014.

                            Strings Program for 5th & 6th Graders
                                Article by Sandy Findley/Photo by Jack McKinley

     Through the efforts of Dr. Becky Greer, Radford City Schools Superintendent, Jack
McKinley, Belle Heth Principal, and Sandy Findley, Music Education Specialist,
Radford City Schools now has a school string program, the only one west of Roanoke.
Other larger school systems such as Richmond, Fairfax, and Fredericksburg have had
string programs for many years.
     Early in the summer, Dr. Edith Carter, and Jim Hurt from the New River Friends of
the Roanoke Symphony met with Mrs. Findley and Dr. Greer to discuss the
possibility of initiating an ongoing string program for the school system.  After much planning, the dream of many has become a reality.
     It was an exciting evening when over 60 children, parents and grandparents gathered at Belle Heth to meet the strings teacher, Nicole
Paglialonga and try out the violin, viola, cello, or a bass.  Students meet weekly on Monday afternoon’s right after school for playing and
instruction on the instruments.  School personnel, Mrs. Findley and Mr. McKinley will also be learning and playing along with the
students.  Many students who go through programs such as this go on to music schools, play in college and community orchestras or
become professional musicians and teachers.

Sincerely,

Becky GreerBecky GreerBecky GreerBecky GreerBecky Greer
Becky H. Greer, Ed. D., Superintendent
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Belle Heth Career Day
Article by Angela Thompson/Photo by Jack McKinley

and teachers raved about the professionals, the information pre-
sented, and the hands-on visuals they incorporated.  Each class
went through six stations for 15 minutes each.  The students en-
gaged in conversation, practiced tossing pizza dough, watched
experiments, saw 3D models, used construction tools, had a mas-
sage, learned about flowers, explored big rigs, were quizzed on eye
knowledge, saw architecture plans, discovered veterinarian equip-
ment, and saw x-rays.  They learned about engineering, real estate,
interior design, music, cosmetology, recreational therapy, nutri-
tion, the restaurant business, police work, firefighters, electricians,
helicopter pilot, drag racing, computer gaming, pharmacy, video
productions, and speech therapy.   “I was amazed at all the profes-
sionals there.  I particularly liked the biologist and chemist,” said
Owen Saunders, a 4th grader from Mrs. Lane’s class.  Our fifth and
sixth grade SCA representatives and officers did a great job greet-
ing our participants at the door and escorting them to their table.
 These students were Jonathan Woods, Hallie Phung, Kathyrn
Vinson, Zane Rupe, Amber Duncan, Charli Dietz, Owen Taylor,
Dalton Joyce, and Bria Clark.
     We also would like to thank the following parents for being
hostesses: Jennifer Marion, Alicia Prioleau, and Terri Wohlford.  A
huge thank you goes out to Elizabeth Kanipe, Angela Thompson,
Suzanne Saunders (counselor intern) and Molly McGuire for coor-
dinating the entire career day.  Thank you to the community pro-
fessionals who participated and shared information with our stu-
dents.

     With over
40 career par-
ticipants, the
Belle Heth ca-
reer day was a
huge suc-
cess!  Wide
ranges of ca-
reers were
represented
th roughou t
the morning
of November
22.  Students

Pumpkin Day in Kindergarten
Article by Donita Anderson/Photo by Sarah Browning

     On Friday, October 18th all kindergarten classes celebrated
Pumpkin Day.  It was a fun day of learning.  The children rotated
between several stations.  Each station consisted of a pumpkin
themed activity and covered one or more science, math or English
Standards of Learning.   
     Many parents attended and participated in the activities.  The
children tried their skills at estimating weight and length with mini
pumpkins.  They created a sequencing book about the life cycle of
a pumpkin plant.  The children mixed primary colors to create a
s e c o n d a r y
color and
worked on the
concept of
words while
reading their
o w n
predictable book
called Where
are the
Pumpkins?  A
fun time was
had by all chil-
dren, parents
and teachers.

One-Act Play at RHS
Article and photo by Tonya Bowyer

     The RHS Drama Team was honored to win 2nd place in the
recent VHSL One-Act Play Competition for the 1A-2A combined
divisions. Dante Piro and Josh Mullins were also honored with
“Outstanding Actor” awards. Their performances in “Greater Tuna”
involved these two actors portraying 13 different characters that
included men, women and children. Although not seen on stage,
the backstage crew was also vital in the success of the perfor-
mance. Two teams of dressers were backstage to assist with doz-
ens of costume changes that sometimes had to be accomplished in
less than ten seconds.
     The Drama Team also produced their 2nd annual production of
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” which included dozens of
children from all of the RCPS schools.

     Work now
begins for the
team prepar-
ing for
“Hairspray”
which will be
presented the
last weekend
of March and
first weekend
of April.

Pay for Breakfast and Lunch On-Line through
Revtrak

The Radford City Schools now provides parents a very easy way
to make payments for their students.  We have established a
secure Web Store, powered by RevTrak.   This is a very conve-
nient way to pay for your child’s breakfast and lunch on-line.  For
more information look under News & Announcements on the divi-
sion or school websites at www.rcps.org. For assistance using the
site contact your child’s school office.
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American Mathematics Competition
Article and photo by Lisa Swope

Community Holiday Cheer
Article by Lois Castonguay

DIS One School, One Book
Article by Suzanne Miller

Santa Breakfast at McHarg Elementary

Congratulations!!!

     Members of the Radford
High School Concert Choir
spent a busy holiday sea-
son performing for various
community and civic orga-
nizations.  The Concert
Choir is made up of 27 tal-
ented singers in grades ten
through twelve.
     Their season of singing began on December 1 and concluded
on December 18.       The group varies their performances depend-
ing on the audience.  Performances for the Radford Ministerial
Association and Radford PEO included selections from the De-
cember 12 Winter Concert while traditional carols were sung for
the Radford Tree Lighting and McHarg’s Santa Breakfast.  One of
the highlights of the season is caroling at our local nursing care
facilities, Radford Health and Rehab Center and Wheatland Hills.
     We are grateful to these young people for taking their time to
share their gifts with our community.

Girls’ Cross Country Team——State Champions!

     Dalton gifted math students participated in the American Math-
ematics Competition (AMC 8) in February.  The AMC 8 provides
problems that require students to apply what they know to find
solutions to types of problems they have not seen yet.  It requires
students who are mathematically talented to reach outside their
academic comfort zones and “think outside of the box.”
     Each year, Dalton recognizes students who score the highest
among their peers.  Our seventh grade winners this year include:
Andrew Rehak (gold), Andrew Phipps and Joe Kennedy (silver),
and Sam Dent and Bethany Mullins (bronze).  Eighth grade win-
ners include: Max Lawrence (gold and school champion), Grace
Wohlford (silver), and Sam Coulson (bronze).
     All students who participated in the AMC 8 later received cop-
ies of the questions and their solutions, as did their math teachers.
The American Mathematics Competition is offered in schools
throughout the nation.  It recognizes excellence in mathematics,
and promotes the teaching of S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Math) subjects to prepare learners for the 21st cen-
tury workforce.

Santa Breakfast was held
at McHarg Elementary on December 14,
2013.  About 675 attended.  The day was
 broken up into two sessions, 8:00 and
10:30.  In each session families got a
breakfast, a picture with Santa, bingo
games, art crafts, and  a ride through
Santa Village.   

Kindergarten registration for the 2014 - 2015 school year is
Thursday, March 13, 2014 from 11:00 am - 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm to
7:00 pm at McHarg Elementary School.  More inforamtion is
available on the McHarg website at www.rcps.org or you may call
the school at 540-731-3652

     If you like mysteries, adventure and science fiction, then The
City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau is the book for you!  Thanks to a
generous donation from the RHS Foundation, DIS students &
staff participated in another spectacular One School, One Book
event!    The kick-off celebration included door prizes and a fantas-
tic performance by Ms. Bowyer’s drama students.  Trivia ques-
tions were enjoyed throughout the month of October, treats were
sampled at the “City of Ember Café” and students enjoyed view-
ing the movie version of our novel as the compare/contrast culmi-
nating activity.  (A special thanks is extended to the Booster Club
for donating the popcorn for our school wide assembly!)
     Our One School, One Book event gave us the opportunity to
review skills such as plot, character development, conflict, and
theme while fostering the development of school wide community.
Thanks again to everyone who helped make it such a huge suc-
cess!

Photo by Jon Fleming
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State Report Card Verifies All Radford City Schools Are Fully Accredited

Superintendent’s Winter Art Contest and Reception

On Tuesday, January 14, 2014, an art show and reception was held at the Radford City Schools’ Admin-
istration Office for 110 elementary school students, their parents and guests.  The winners of the contest
were:  First Place….Abby Hodock, 1st grade.  Abby won $50 from the Superintendent and  the Radford
City Schools’ official holiday card was printed from Abby’s artwork.  Her work has been professionally
framed for her.  A copy will hang in the School Administration Office.  Second Place..Jonathan Woods, 6th

grade.  Third Place…Monique Fluellen, 6th grade. Honorable Mention….Jennifer Lin, 2nd grade, Abby
Ridpath, 6th grade and Noah Monday, 6th grade.  Special thanks to Art Teacher, Michelle Saunders for her
assistance.

McHarg Fence

     Each year the Virginia Department of Education compiles information on all school divisions and all schools in the Commonwealth.
This report includes information on results of state SOL Testing, state accreditation, percent of highly qualified teachers, attendance, on-
time graduation rate and other information of interest.
     We invite you to access this information through our school division website from the homepage by clicking on:    Virginia Department
of Education Report Cards for Schools.  You can also access the information by going directly to Virginia Department of Education
website at:    https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/reportcard/
     If you do not have access to the internet, hard copies are available at the School Board Office.  We are happy to provide a copy for you.

The McHarg play ground area has a new
look! The old unstable and rusting chain
link fence has been replaced with a new
fence that is stable, secure and
attractive.


