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Excellence in Education ......................................................... Every Student ............................................................................................ Every Day

     The 2014-2015 school year began with great enthusiasm on August 13 when all faculty and staff met together at Radford High School
for convocation, staff development and a vendor fair.  The day began with Radford High School’s own Josiah Creech playing piano.
Haley Davis was accompanied by members of the Radford High School Band as she sang the National Anthem.  Our special guest
delivering the keynote address was Senior, Eli Facemire.   Also speaking and playing the fiddle was Avery Davis.  After participating in
the early part of the day, Eli suggested that a more accurate label for the day would be “family reunion and team pep rally”!   So we plan
to go with his suggestion for next year.
     Students returned to classes on Thursday, August 21.  This is the first year for the Virginia Pre-School Initiative (VPI) in the Radford
City Schools.   VPI is a program for 4 year olds and is partially funded by the state and partially funded by the school division.   The full-
day program at McHarg Elementary School is serving 18 students this year.
      For the first time, Radford High School and Dalton Intermediate School will have an agriculture program with instruction in horticul-
ture and small animal care.  A new greenhouse has already been completed for this program and we look forward to new annuals and
perennials in our landscaping that are grown by our own students under the guidance of their instructor, Katelyn Givens.  Ms. Givens will
also become the advisor to the new Future Farmers of America (FFA).
      The outstanding support of our parents, community organizations, business partners, the Radford City School Board and the Radford
City Council is greatly appreciated.  We will strive to achieve “No Senior Drop-outs” for the second year.  With your support, we are
confident that our Seniors will attain this goal.
     We look forward to seeing you this fall at the Homecoming Game on October 17th, at the Superintendent’s Elementary Student Art Show
on December 9th, volunteering in the schools or a “Be There” Event or enjoying lunch in one of our school cafeterias.  Best wishes for a
glorious and fun-filled autumn season.

Sincerely,

Becky H. GreerBecky H. GreerBecky H. GreerBecky H. GreerBecky H. Greer
Becky H. Greer, Ed. D.
Superintendent

Radford High School
Athletic and Academic

Wells Fargo Cup Champions

School Administration Office
gets permanent sign after
47 years in the building
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Time

Superintendent’s Message



Page 2, Fall Edition 2014                                        Radford Reflections

This year Monday through Thursday you will see many BHE stu-
dents running and walking the track between 8:00-8:25 am.  The
Blazin’ Bulldog Running/Walking Club has motivated many stu-
dents to get moving in the morning and even get to school earlier
to participate!  We are also kicking off Friday Bulldog Clubs on
September 19th.  We have close to 25 clubs ranging from Dance,
Minecraft, Debate, Yoga, Crossfit, Lego, Pallet Art, Theatre, Cook-
ing, only to name a few!  These clubs will run from approximately
8:00-8:30 a.m. and are led by parent, community, and teacher vol-
unteers.  The clubs will meet for 9 weeks and then we will begin
another round of clubs so that students can participate in various
clubs.  The goal is to provide opportunities for students in interest
areas beyond the normal classroom.

Blazin’ Bulldogs and Friday Bulldog Clubs
Article & Photo by Lynn Jacomen

The Radford High School Drama Team is excited to announce the
cast for the upcoming VHSL One Act Play Competition. The fol-
lowing students are part of the cast and crew for this year’s pro-
duction: Joshua Mullins, Sarah Kern, Tiersa Wilson, McKenzie
Pappas, Nate Notebardt, Zoe Jones, Kate McDonnel, Madailein
Adams, Hannah Long, Bethany Mullins, Harmony Epperly and
Ashley Hardin. The first level of competition will be held in Bluefield
on October 30th at 7pm. Regional competition will be hosted at
RHS on November 15th. Last year’s Drama Team captured second
place in the regional competition and third place in the state level
competition with their production of “Greater Tuna.”

One Act Play Competition
Article Tonya Bowyer/Photo Mack Williams

     Radford High School, in partnership with New River Valley
Community Services and Radford Youth Adult Partnership,
received a $2,500 Coalition Enhancement Grant through the Virginia
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to
implement the Lead & Seed program.  Lead & Seed is a youth-
empowered, adult supported, environmental approach to drug
prevention for middle and high school age youth.  Twenty-three
middle and high school students and three staff members were
trained over a three day period before the start of the 2014-2015
school year.

Lead & Seed
By Mary Madeline Webster

S u s a n
DeHart’s first
grade class
takes advan-
tage of the
nice days in
the outdoor
s c i e n c e
classroom at
M c H a r g .
The lesson is
about Mon-
arch butter-
flies and
Mi lkweed .

Outdoor Classroom at McHarg

The science garden is used year around.  This fall the students can
study Butterfly bushes, Milkweed plants, pumpkins, and life in
and around the pond.

Article & Photo by Dana DeHart

    During this training the group identified alcohol awareness and
prevention as the focus for several projects throughout the school
year.  The kick-off for this event will be a school-wide assembly on
September 15th for both Radford High School and John N. Dalton
Intermediate School students.  Chris Skinner, a motivational
speaker, author, and counselor will address the student body to
discuss personal responsibility, decision-making skills, overcoming
negative influences, and avoiding high risk behaviors such as the
use of drugs and alcohol.
     The group will continue to raise awareness throughout the year
about the risks and consequences associated with the use of
alcohol.
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Every year, Dalton Intermediate School seventh graders are eager
to experience their newfound independence. Upon arrival, stu-

DIS 7th Grade Orientation
Article & Photo by Kelly Morris

dents hope to first conquer
opening their lockers and
then find all their classes.
This year, the 8th grade DIS
leadership team assisted
while seventh grade stu-
dents navigated their way
through an abbreviated
Dalton day.

Do you have
a 6th grader
coming home
talking about
STEAM???
We are very
excited to an-
nounce our
period of
STEAM this

STEAM at Belle Heth
Article & Photo by Lynn Jacomen

year that all 6th grade students are receiving!  What is STEAM?
STEAM = Science & Technology interpreted through Engineer-
ing & the Arts, all based in Mathematical elements.  STEAM Edu-
cation aims to bring FUNctional literacy to all. It promotes bridg-
ing the gap between business and educational goals to create a
more productive and sustainable global culture based on team-
work. This educational framework is for all disciplines and types of
learners with the goal of being more engaging and naturally suc-
cessful for all students.  What’s even better is that students are
having so much fun that they do not even realize the strong skills
they are developing!   6th graders aren’t the only ones having fun
with STEAM.  Other classrooms are implementing STEM/STEAM
activities as well.  We plan on sharing more about STEAM during
our Back to School Night on September 16th.

McHarg Elementary has opened a new preschool class.  Radford
City Schools applied for and was granted participation in the Vir-
ginia Preschool Initiative (VPI).  McHarg welcomed 18 four year
olds the first day of school.  Mrs. Emily Eagle is the classroom
teacher and she is assisted by paraprofessional, Jerin Hendricks-

Virginia Preschool Initiative at McHarg

Tucker.  The Virginia
Preschool Initiative
(VPI) distributes state
funds to schools and
community-based or-
ganizations to provide
quality preschool pro-
grams for at-risk four-
year olds.  If you are

interested in applying for McHarg’s VPI program for the 2015-16
school year, call 731-3652.

Dates to Remember

Sept 30th End of first grading period

Oct 9th Report cards go home
Oct 30th Parent Conferences
Oct 31st Schools closed for staff development

Nov 3rd Schools closed/Optional Enrichment
Nov 14th End of the 2nd grading period
Nov 26th - 28th Schools closed for Thanksgiving

Holiday

Article & Photo by Dana DeHart

Social Stud-
ies teacher
Sandy Curd
wore a period
costume to
greet stu-
dents and
guests.
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     Radford Schools are expanding their Career and Technical Education offerings
this year with the addition of an Agriculture program. One of the most exciting
additions to this new program is a commercial level greenhouse where the students
will have the privilege of working. This greenhouse is state of the art with auto-
mated water, cooling, and heating systems. Students will be able to have hands on
experiences through working in the greenhouse that would have never been pos-
sible otherwise. Our greenhouse is 30 feet by 60 feet; this is the size of a green-
house that one would see at a greenhouse operation or small nursery. The green-
house will be the perfect place to prepare our youth for jobs or further education.

     Many activities that will be taking place in the greenhouse include a spring sale
where the Horticulture class will be selling a wide variety of flowers as well as many
different varieties of vegetable crops, such as tomatoes, peppers, squash, herbs,
etc. Students are thrilled to have the opportunity to work in such a nice facility and
the greenhouse will not only benefit the schools but also help provide another
option for purchasing plants in our community.

Radford High School
Greenhouse

Article Katie Givens/Photos Mack Williams

     Check out the website for the Radford City Schools’ Partners for Excellence Foundation, Inc. at www.rcps.org. Click on “Public
Education Foundation”.  The Partners Foundation is a 501 c 3 non-profit organization accepting small or large donations. Partners’
Projects are listed on the website.  Receipts are sent for all donations.  Mail donations to: PO Box 355, Radford, Virginia 24143.  Donations
can be made by credit card on-line. Click on the website and “Donations”.
     Donors may also want to contact Executive Director, Lee Slusher at 540-320-3172.  Thanks!


