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Excellence in Education, Every Student, Every Day!
October 21, 2016 marked the end of our first nine weeks grading period. On behalf of the Radford City
School Division, I would like to thank all students, staff and school community members for helping
make the start of the 2016-2017 school year a great success. As we move into our 2nd nine week grading
period I would ask you to review the following important information below:
• The Radford City Public School (RCPS) community found out in mid-September that all
schools and the division were fully accredited by the State of Virginia. We were one of 53 out of 132

school divisions to have all our schools throughout the division achieving this milestone!
• We received good news concerning the roofing project on the campuses of RHS and JDIS. With the weather cooperating and
the roofing contractor scheduling a variety of teams to work in the evenings, during weekends and on holidays, the date for the
completion of the project has moved up to a December/January timeframe instead of the May/June timeframe we were expecting. I would
like to thank all of our school community members for their patience and flexibility throughout this construction process.
• Once again, RCPS was awarded $212, 240 dollars from the Virginia Department of Education to provide Extended School Year
services to students in our school community. In addition to the Extended School Year Grant, we continue to partner with Beans and Rice,
Inc. via the 21st Century Grant to provide after school enrichment, homework support and food to many students at McHarg, Belle Heth
and JDIS.
• The fall sports season is winding down with tournament play beginning for volleyball, cross country and football within the next
month or so. We wish the best of luck to all of our Bobcat teams!
• Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on Monday, October 24th followed by a professional development day on Tuesday,
October 25th. Schools for all students will be closed these days and reopening again on Wednesday, October 26th.
Thanks again for a great opening to our school year. We look forward to a wonderful 2016-2017! If you have questions or concerns about
the information above, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Katherine Woinski, Belle Heth Fourth Grader, won the People’s Choice
Award from the Art Show at the Highlander Festival on Saturday,
October 8, 2016. Radford University’s Karen Casteele and City Man-
ager David Ridpath presented her award.

Radford Highlander Festival Fourth Grade Art Winner

By Tara Grant

Pictured front to back Mrs. Saunders,
Katherine, Mrs. Woinski, Mrs. Lane, Ms.
Casteele, Mr. Ridpath, Mr. Graham, Mr.
Keister
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Dates to Remember

    Nov 1 Report Cards Go Home
    Nov 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday-Schools Closed
    Dec 16 2 hr early  dismissal
    Dec 19-30 Winter Break- Schools Closed

The summer of 2016 was one full of far-away
travels, foreign languages, and new experiences
for three Radford High School students and two
teachers. Matthew Rehak, Lexi Agnes, Liam
Hickam, Mr. Cecil Hickam, and Mrs. Caroline
Hickam found themselves on a seventeen day journey, flying 7,000
miles across the Pacific Ocean to China. With only a slight knowl-
edge of the language, the travelers departed from Roanoke on
June 13th, landed in Chicago, and then went straight to Beijing, a
fourteen hour, non-stop flight. Even after this intense, exhausting,
crossing, the Radford High School travelers found themselves on
yet another flight to Xi’an, a city southwest to Beijing. The ex-
hausting plane ride was worth it, however; the massive, bustling
city of Xi’an, population 4.5 million, awaited them. In Xi’an, al-
though the city is much smaller than Beijing’s massive acreage,
Mr. Hickam described it as having much larger buildings, since
Beijing is not permitted to have taller skyscrapers due to their
effort to control the density of population. “I did not like Beijing
for that reason; it didn’t feel like a big city. It was so spread out,
from one end to another it took two hours to get to the other side
of Beijing, it looked more like Roanoke than New York City,” Mr.
Hickam recounted.
Before Beijing, the travelers spent a total of fourteen days in Xi’an,
a city described by Mr. Hickam as being incredibly beautiful with
a lot of history. There, they saw Terracotta Warriors, Giant Wild
Goose Pagoda, Bell Tower of Xi’an. Drum Tower of Xi’an, Xi’an
city wall (City has a wall around it), and visited the Muslim market,
a favorite of the kids. The students also had the opportunity to
have their own personal student to help the students learn about
the culture and language of China.
The travelers were in Beijing for a total of three days and found
themselves at the Great Wall of China, more awestruck than they
ever expected. The students also had the opportunity to travel to
the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, Temple of Heaven, the
Summer Palace, and the Olympic National Park. They also ate some
of the most unique food they’d ever tasted.
One of the most interesting parts of the trip was the way the
Radford natives were treated like celebrities. “Everywhere we went,
people were taking pictures because they aren’t used to seeing
people like us.” The slight stardom even went as far as Mrs. Hickam
being invited to participate in a professional shoot for a cafe.
Unfortunately, the admiration was not extended to Mr Hickam as
much as he would have hoped.”They didn’t take pictures of me
for some reason,” he said, slightly hurt.
After the students completed their journey, an experience that
wouldn’t have been possible without Radford High School, they
all announced that they would like to go back one day. “Some
point in my life, I would like to go back there,” Liam Hickam said
when asked about his time in China. “My wife might move there to
live,” Mr Hickam added with a chuckle, half joking yet being com-
pletely serious, “She liked it that much.”
Mr. Jeff Smith, principal of Radford High School, talked about the
possibility of continuing to participate in this program:”It’s a great
opportunity for our students to meet other students from other

cultures and develop a stronger awareness of the world around
them. We hope to continue hosting students in Radford and con-
tinue sending students back.” The students and faculty of Radford
High School will strive to send students back to China for years to
come to ensure other students have the same experience.

Bobcats Travel to Foreign Lands
By Elliot VanNoy (Senior)

Everybody Do the Bobcat Rumble!
By Jayne Cox

Excitement filled the air at McHarg Elementary School on October
14 as Radford High School football players, cheerleaders and
drumline members attended a pep rally before the Homecoming
football game. McHarg students clapped to the beat of the drums
and cheered as the football players took the stage. The high
school students introduced themselves, and many of them
thanked one of their former teachers still teaching at McHarg.
After participating in several cheers, McHarg students returned
to their classrooms for another special treat: football players and
cheerleaders read to each class at McHarg. The children enjoyed
this opportunity to hear a favorite story from a positive role model.
Many McHarg students now have the goal of becoming a Bobcat
football player, cheerleader or band member, and the high school
students gained many new young fans. Go Bobcats!

Monarchs
By Gloria Boyd

Second grade enjoyed learning and watching the
monarch butterfly life cycle unfold in their class-
rooms this month.  All classrooms observed mon-
arch larva eating milkweed leaves before enclosing

themselves in a beautiful, green chrysalis.  Ten to 14 days later,
students began releasing majestic monarch butterflies to begin
their rigorous migratory flight to Mexico.

    Jan 2 Teacher Workday-Schools Closed
    Jan 13 End of 1st Semester
    Jan 16 ML King Holiday-Schools Closed
    Jan 17 Professional Dev.-Schools Closed
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Homecoming Festivities
By Shannon Kessler, BH

Fall is in the air and with that
comes McHarg’s first grade
annual field trip to the pump-
kin patch at Thornspring

By Amy Hamilton, MCH
Fall Fun at the Pumpkin Patch

Pastures in Dublin, VA. Each year offers memorable experiences
for our students; from discovering what pumpkins really look like
in a pumpkin patch to all the fun activities sprawled across the
pasture. PSA offset the cost so that all first graders could experi-
ence this wonderful opportunity. Prior to our field trip first grade
teachers taught the life cycle of a pumpkin. Students learned that
you first need a pumpkin seed, good soil, and eventually lots of
room for your pumpkin and its vine to grow. The students were
very excited when they finally saw a pumpkin in its true form.
Students enjoyed activities that included a hayride, a giant bounce
pillow, slides made of plastic barrels, kid sized hamster wheels, and
so much more. At the end of the trip all students were able to pick
a pumpkin from the pumpkin patch to take home. Some of the
comments from students were: “This was the best day ever!”,
“When can we go back?”, and “Can we do this again next year?”.
The weather was excellent and the trip was a success!!

Belle Heth has enjoyed a month
of Friday Clubs. Students were
able to choose from 30 choices.
This fun activity was created for
students to try something new,
enjoy something they already

Friday Clubs

By Tara Grant, BH

love doing, or to challenge themselves. Several new clubs were
added this year: City X, Tinkercad, Cardboard Creations, Genius
Hour, Yard Games, and Harry Potter Book Club. The Cooking Club
is a favorite with over 70 students requesting to participate. The
Cooking Club had a guest chef on Friday, October 14, 2016. Chef
“T” Gregoire, runner-up in the Hell’s Kitchen Competition in Sea-
son 14, showed students how to create a breakfast quesadilla with
fresh ingredients. She is currently a guest chef at the Draper Mer-
cantile. 

Homecoming 2016
brought Bobcat Spirit
to all of Radford’s
schools. From pre-k to
seniors, students
dressed up for differ-
ent themes such as America, sidekicks, decades, colors, and most
importantly Bobcat Pride! There was an overwhelming amount of
participation and fun had across the district. The celebration con-
tinued into Friday when all of the varsity cheerleaders and football
players were joined by part of the best band in the land, the drumline!
They traveled to both elementary schools to host pep rallies and
read to all the upcoming Bobcats. Excitement was high for the
younger crowd, while the older ones felt a bit like celebrities... but
nothing like our special guest, Chef T from Food Network and
Draper Mercantile. All in all, it was the perfect way to get everyone
pumped up for the big game Friday night, where the Bobcats sadly
lost, but put on a great show!

Dalton Intermediate School Welcomes New Staff!

By Brian Dye

Dalton Intermediate school is excited to have
several new ‘DIS family members’ this year,
including:
♦ Troy Farmer – He is a custodian.
He graduated from Giles High School and
has worked in the field for twelve years.  He

enjoys living in the country where it’s quiet and no one bothers
him.
♦ Kim Newberry – She is a paraprofessional and has 7 years’
experience working as a Special Education Paraprofessional.  She
also has had the privilege of fostering over 10 Children and raising
2 sons.
♦ Reuben Miller – This is his first year as a teacher. He
attended NRCC and Radford University before coming to Dalton
Intermediate to teach Pre-Algebra. He spent the first 18 years of
his life in an Amish community.
♦ Daniel Hill – This is his first year teaching at DIS. Previ-
ously, he taught special education at Radford High School and
Patrick Henry High School in Roanoke, Virginia. He has coached
Football and Wrestling at RHS.
♦ Patrick Puckett – This is his first year teaching at DIS. He
previously taught at Floyd County High School for the past seven
years and coached basketball and tennis.
♦ Brian Dye - He attended the University of Hawaii, Old
Dominion University, and Radford University.  He has eighteen
(18) years of teaching experience. He teaches 8th grade Physical
Science and 7th grade US History II at John Dalton Intermediate. 
An interesting fact that many people may not know about him is
that I have met three (3) presidents.
♦ Mark Sarver- He has been teaching (Social Studies and

PE) for twenty-six years. This is his first year teaching at Dalton
but has coached tennis at RHS for 3 years and holds the 2016
Tennis State Championship.  He graduated from Bluefield State
College.  He is a certified Intercollegiate tennis official with the
NCAA and works in the ACC and Big 12 conferences.
♦ Jerry King - As the first year principal at DIS he loves
being a part of the outstanding staff. His experience as an educa-
tor includes: high school teacher and guidance counselor, middle
school asst. principal and principal, elementary school principal,
and Director of Human Resources at the School Board Office. He
earned his undergraduate degree and Educational Specialist en-
dorsement in School Administration at Radford University and his
Master’s Degree at Virginia Tech. He is a big-time Hokie and some-
thing people may not know about him is, he is a black belt in
Karate.
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Special Thanks for assistance on this newsletter to:
McHarg Elementary

         Belle Heth Elementary
    Dalton Intermediate

      Radford High School
Parent Educator Resource Center

Who We Are…

Radford City Public Schools is excited to announce the opening of our Parent Educator Resource Center. The PERC was created as a
support system for parents, educators, and our community. The PERC exists to promote student success by helping parents and
educators come together as a team. We know there are times families may need someone to listen to their concerns, or assist them in
exploring ways that best help their child. Our staff is available to offer guidance about the special education process, family involvement
activities, and links to various community resources and information.

What We Do…
Serve: all Radford City families, teachers, agencies, and the community placing an emphasis on being a liaison between home and school.

Provide: support through listening and problem solving with individual families.  We provide information regarding resources and
services available within the local area.

Maintain: a lending library of books, DVDs, journals, pamphlets, and educational technology to enhance parenting and family interac-
tions and assist schools in meeting the needs of all children.

Offer: training, workshops, and resources for parents and school staff for building positive parent/ school partnerships. We also
schedule individual meetings with families to assist with specific needs/requests.

We are located in the white building outside of McHarg Elementary School.

E-mail: perc@rcps.org  Phone: (540) 731-3679
Hours: Mondays 4-6pm, Tuesdays 10am-2pm,
Wednesdays 4-6pm, Thursdays 12-2pm
Facebook name: Parent Educator Resource Center or search @RadfordCitySchoolsPERC
Twitter Name: PERC@PERCradford

Photo Credit: Steve Frey from B’easy Thompson
Left to Right: Angie McCauley, Nicole Burgard, B’easy Thompson

Parent Educator Resource Center

Introducing the


