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Excellence in Education, Every Student, Every Day!
As we reach the halfway point of our academic year, I want to thank all students, staff and community
members for their support thus far during the 2015-2016 school year. The hard work that our school
community is putting into providing successes for our students, schools and division is paying off. The
following is a bulleted list of accomplishments that I am extremely proud to share with all:
·  A first and fifth place finish in the athletic and academic VHSL Wells Fargo Competition respectively
·  Outstanding opening of school “Be There Movie Night” event for the Radford Community

·  On-time graduation rate of 96.7%, or the 6th best percentage in Virginia
· 1 of 37 out of 132 school divisions to have all schools fully accredited according to state requirements
·  First place finish in the VHSL yearbook competition for Division 1A schools
·  State Champions in Division 1A girls’ cross country
· State Champions in Division 1A girls’ volleyball
·  3rd place in Division 1A boys’ cross country
·  A quarterfinal appearance in the Division 1A football championships
· Numerous first place finishes in high school band competitions, mainly against schools with much larger enrollments
·  A proclamation of Fine Arts month in October from City Council, highlighting many of the successes of our Fine Arts
   programs throughout the division
· Successful implementation of Robotics and Jr. Lego Robotic leagues
· Top 8 finish by JDIS Robotics Team in Regional Competition Qualifying them for State
· STEM opportunities for students across the division
·  Successful division-wide Hour of Code
· Completion of a Graphic Novel, in a partnership with Radford University and New River Community Services, to be shared
   with many throughout the New River Valley
· Successful before and after school programs supported by 21st Century and Implementation grant funding
·  An awesome “Be There Santa Breakfast Celebration and Winter Wonder Extravaganza!”
·  A strong collaboration between the School Board and City Council
AND…A passion and commitment from all City stakeholders invested in making a positive difference in the lives of the children we
serve.
We have much to celebrate as well as much to look forward to as we move through 2016. Best wishes for an outstanding and productive
New Year!

Way to go Cats!!!
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We had an author visit recently, Joyce Covey. She
co-wrote the story, How the Sheep Helped Win
the War. The book is about First Lady Mrs. Wil-
son from Wytheville, Virginia. First Lady Wilson
wanted sheep on the lawn of the White house to

By Sharon Woinski, first grade at McHarg
Local Author Visits McHarg

keep the grass trimmed and save money during

6th Grade Living Roof Project

Our Living Roof Project is well underway at Belle
Heth! The 6th graders have been working hard
researching what a living roof is and how it was
used in history. Before winter break they created
an experiment to compare a living roof structure to
a regular potted plant. The grass is growing and we are excited
about the data being collecting. Soon we will move onto the next
phase, designing the living roof structure.

Hour of Code
By Caroline Hickam
The Hour of Code states “Computers are every-
where, but fewer schools teach computer sci-
ence than 10 years ago. The good news is, we’re
on our way to change this. If you heard about

By Georgeanne Lavery

Implementation Grant Encourages
Bobcat Musicians
By Elliot Van Noy

A division wide grant was recently imple-
mented that gives teachers the ability to
offer tutoring and enrichment opportuni-
ties outside of their paid contract hours.
Many teachers in the school system are tutoring students that
need extra instruction in the mornings before the school day be-
gins.  But this grant is not just for academic improvement.  Radford
High School Band Director, Daniel Frankenberger, has taken ad-
vantage of this opportunity and decided to offer private and group
music lessons to interested students. Frankenberger says that an
hour lesson outside of school with a qualified instructor could
cost between 50 and 100 dollars.  This is an expense that many
students can not afford. This grant provides an exciting opportu-
nity for students to have these lessons without the worry of how
to afford them. These lessons are considered tutoring, and offer
any student that has a desire to learn, those with experience or
with no experience at all, a once in a lifetime chance.
Junior, Nathan Tallant, drum major, already plays a variety of in-
struments, but is now interested in learning the French Horn. “It’s
a fantastic opportunity because it’s good to be able to learn some-
thing new and it helps expand my musical abilities.” Tallant would
never have been able to accomplish such a feat without this Imple-
mentation Grant and says that high quality lessons are hard to
come by, especially cheap ones.
The decision to implement the music lessons was made before the
winter break, and 30 students have come to Frankenberger with
interest in starting lessons. The scheduling is still being tweaked,
but Frankenberger noted that he now has an assistant to help
facilitate the music instruction. Mr. Hilliker, a trained percussion
specialist, offers an exciting alternative for young drummers like
Senior, Elijah Judy. Judy has been playing in the band since his
early middle school years and is no stranger to percussion instru-
ments.  He admits he still has a lot to learn from Hilliker. “I’m hop-
ing to be more prepared for college auditions, and I also really want
to learn more than I already know,” he exclaimed enthusiastically.
In addition to the private lessons, Frankenberger is currently work-
ing on constructing several promising groups of talented young
musicians. He speculates they will include a Woodwind Trio, a
Flute Quartet, a Brass Quintet, a Saxophone Quintet, and a Brass
Ensemble.
An opportunity such as this is rare, but under the direction of
Frankenberger and Hilliker, this program will bring musical oppor-
tunities to many, especially those who would not have had access
to something that gratifying.

World War I. Through this money saving effort she was able to
use the sheep’s wool to sell and raise money to support the Red
Cross during the War. Students had the pleasure of hearing Mrs.
Covey read her wonderful story, as well as, make their own sheep.
We had a wonderful morning with Author Joyce Covey!

the Hour of Code last year, you might know it
made history. In the first Hour of Code, 15 million students tried
computer science. Last year, that number increased to 60 million
students! The Hour of Code is a one-hour introduction to com-
puter science, designed to demystify code and show that any-
body can learn the basics.” This year, Dalton Intermediate School,
under the brilliant leadership and guidance of Mrs. Jennifer Eller,
had the opportunity to participate.
On December 11, 2015, all seventh and eighth grade students wore
their free commemorative Hour of Code t-shirts, gathered in the
Dalton Bistro, and commenced an hour long coding session. Stu-
dents were highly engaged in making characters move, creating
shapes, building structures, and many other exciting basic coding
skills. Many of the students were overheard saying, “this is so
cool,” “I want to program when I get out of school,” and “why
can’t we do this every day.”
Dalton Intermediate School is extremely fortunate to have such a
fantastic technology crew to offer our students opportunity be-
yond pencil, paper, and print. We thank Mrs. Eller, Mr. Williams,
and Mr. Howard (and all others behind the scenes).  All Dalton
Bobcats appreciate the opportunity to have been involved with
this year’s worldwide Hour of Code event and hope it will be an
equally successful event again next year.

Dates to Remember
February 15-16                 Schools Closed Pres. Day/
                                         Staff Dev.
March 24-25                     Schools Closed/Staff Dev.
March 28-April 4              Spring Break/Staff Dev.

Pictured: Mr. Frankenberger and Sara
M.
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In recognition of National Sandwich
Day, November. 3, Stephanie Sutphin’s

By Stephanie Supthin
We Have One In!

By Lynn Jacomen
Congratulations to our Jr. Lego Robot-
ics League! This club consists of ap-
proximately 20 students on a weekly
basis after school.  Six students com-
peted in their first lego league competi-

Jr. First Lego League

“We Don’t Allow That Here!”
By Adri Newman, Sophomore
Bullying is not a new phenomenon;
everyone has experienced bullying at
some point in their life whether it’s as a
perpetrator or a victim. RHS is taking a

nant with him and his twin brother. Keisch spoke fondly of his
mother and father remembering their perseverance in the face of
unimaginable hardship. “Their ability to not give up and not cave
in makes them strong, it helped me a lot to be strong too.”
He is definitely putting this strength to good use, sharing his
story and bullying solution with high schools, middle schools,
military bases, colleges, universities, churches, synagogues and
civic groups across the country. Keisch urges us all to be up
standers and not bystanders when we see bullying in our school
and community. He suggests the use of the phrase “We don’t
allow that here.” Which is a systemic solution that lets the bully
know we won’t stand for hatred.
In addition to lecturing about bullying and its link to the holo-
caust, Keisch spends time volunteering at the Holocaust Museum
in Richmond, VA. He is also a member of the New American Jewish

We Can Do About It.” The essay must be 500 words and submis-
sions must be received by Friday, October 30, 2016, to the email
address: estherwindmueller@gmail.com. Winner of the contest will
be given $300 and will read their essay during a program com-
memorating Kristallnacht at the cemetery. Kristallnacht was a piv-
otal event in the holocaust where Jewish businesses and homes
and synagogues were ransacked and in some cases burned and
the Jewish people arrested and brutally beaten. Kristallnacht trans-
lates to The Night of Broken glass referring to the broken windows
of the Jewish buildings.
“Go for the essay,” says Keisch. “It makes you a part of the solu-
tion. You will always remember that occasion when you honored
those who died.” You can find more information about Captain
Alex Keisch at: www.yesnobullies.org and the Emek Sholom Holo-
caust Memorial Cemetery essay contest and monument at:
www.emeksholomcemeteryrichmond.org.

class had a writing activity to invent a
unique sandwich, list ingredients and
how to make it. Some were so good they

Club (NAJC) of Richmond whom, on November 16, 1955, created
the Emek Sholom Holocaust Memorial Cemetery located in the
Forest Lawn Cemetery in Richmond, VA. Every year the NAJC
holds an essay contest for high school students with a theme that
connects the holocaust to present day. This year the theme is
“Never Again- Current Targeting Against Jewish People and What

new approach to this age old problem

Emek Shalom Holocaust Memorial Cemetery -
Remembering Kristallnacht (November 8, 1938)
(Photos provided by Alex Keisch)

bullies. Keisch educated students on the reality of genocides to-
day, as well as why the holocaust is similar yet different from other
genocides. He spoke about his family’s struggle to survive, hiding
in the woods with a resistance group, while his mother was preg-

tion this fall at Christiansburg Middle

McHarg Elementary received 25 new HP
Chromebooks this fall along with a mo-
bile cart. This was due to the generosity
of the McHarg PSA and Radford City
Public Schools Central Office – Technol-

By Dr. Brown
Chrome Books

ogy Department.  The Chromebooks have been put to good use
since receiving them this past fall.  The addition of the new
Chromebooks has allowed our second grade teachers to work on
various technology enhanced lessons and to better prepare for
our quarterly benchmark tests.  Students and teachers were very
excited to receive the new Chromebooks and look forward to many
more exciting opportunities that lay ahead in 2016.

were mailed to some local restaurants. Sharkey’s in Radford loved
one! On Dec. 3, Sharkey’s featured Crunchy Chip
Sandwich, invented by Noah Shepheard from McHarg, in Mrs.
Supthin’s 2nd grade class! $1 from every sandwich sold will go to
Beans & Rice Program at McHarg.  Noah chose the charity.

School. The team actually finished 4th overall for the division with
not participating in the first round. They were also able to com-
plete one of the missions that no other team was able to complete.
This club also created a float for the Radford Christmas Parade.
They were named the Best Float non-religious and Grand Mar-
shals’ Award!

with the “We Don’t Allow That Here” solution. This program was
developed by Captain Alex Keisch, holocaust survivor and moti-
vational speaker. Through the horrors of the holocaust, he teaches
the importance of kindness and respect for your fellow humans
and how important it is that we be the generation to stop bullying.
On January 5th both Radford High School and Dalton Intermedi-
ate School students had the opportunity to hear the story of
Keisch’s life and his “simple not simplistic” solution to deal with
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Santa Breakfast

On December 12, 2015 McHarg Elementary and McHarg PSA hosted the annual Santa Breakfast. The event was in conjunction with
Radford City Schools “Be There” community outreach program. This year’s Santa Breakfast was a huge success with over 700 in
attendance. The success of this event is due to the hard work and preparation of McHarg’s PSA organization and the teachers and staff
of McHarg Elementary. Planning for the event started in October of 2015. In addition, several Radford High School students volunteered
as “helper elves” and assisted with various activities throughout the morning.  Parents and student were treated to a breakfast along with
time with Santa Claus on our main stage.  McHarg parents and students were also able to play games, create holiday crafts, and enjoy the
Radford High School Choir and Belle Heth Choir. A big thank you to all who gave their time and volunteered or donated items to make this
event a huge success.

By Dr. Brown

Pictured: Mrs. Wheeler amd Mrs. Buckner; Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Hamilton, and Mrs. Ellerman; Dr. Brown and Santa

By Mrs. Eller
Rockin’ R Robotics
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Special Thanks for assistance on this newsletter to:
McHarg Elementary

         Belle Heth Elementary
    Dalton Intermediate

      Radford High School

Motors, servos, alliances, MIT App Inventor, FTC, controllers, omni wheels, and au-
tonomous are all terms that Dalton Intermediate STEAM students have had to learn this
school year.  The students along with their teacher, Mrs. Jennifer Eller, formed a new
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology), First Tech Chal-
lenge Team.  They started out voting on creative names and finally settled on the Rockin’

R Robotics.  Team member Madison P. drew the team logo and Mackenzie F. designed the team shirt.  Rockin’ R
Robotics team members were also given team roles.  Dalton J. and Ben C. are programmers,
Alex H., Sam M., Patrick W., and Drake H., Daniel T. are builders, Brandon C., Mackenzie F.,
and Madison P. are computer aided drafters, Alia S. and Katelynn W. document team progress
and are builders.   We competed in our first regional qualifier which was also our first compe-
tition on January 8th.  We can no longer call ourselves a rookie team as we will be going to the
state competition in February.  Rockin’ R Robotics have received several donations to get us
started.  Special thanks to Nordson, Radford Chamber of Commerce and Kollmorgen for the
financial and technical assistance.  In order to meet the obligations of creating and sustaining
an FTC team, we need the support of the local community. For more information on how you
can help visit, http://tinyurl.com/rockinrrobotics.


