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Superintendent’s Message
Excellence in Education, Every Student, Every Day!

Sincerely,

Robert F. GrahamRobert F. GrahamRobert F. GrahamRobert F. GrahamRobert F. Graham
Robert F. Graham
Superintendent

It is May 30, 2008 as both you and I prepared for your 3rd grade promotional ceremony and your last day at McHarg Elementary. I shared
with you this message the day before you were called up to the front of the cafeagymatorium to receive your promotional certificate:
· Quite a successful year!  As I said before, you should be very proud of your accomplishments and successes. But don’t go yet.
Don’t leave this school just yet. I have one more bit of information for you. I would like to send you off with a little bit of – Mr.
Graham’s Advice.

If there is one word that sticks out more than any this year…one word that has been a part of our vocabulary since the first day of
school…a word you just said and say every day in our McHarg Terrific Kid Pledge…That word would be RESPECT. I ask you to think
about this word and listen to its definition.

o Respect - a sense of the worth or excellence of a person
o Synonyms are: Admire, Appreciate, Honor, and Regard.

Respect is one of the most important words you will learn and need to remember for the rest of your life. Sometimes these days, respect
is a word that is forgotten. It is easy to be mean and disrespectful, but I ask you to take the higher road. Challenge yourself to be respectful
to your parents, brothers, sisters, grandmothers, grandfathers, relatives, teachers, friends, peers and most importantly yourself. Remem-
ber that this class, the one you are sitting with today at McHarg Elementary, is the class you will be sitting with in 2017 at Radford High
School. You will continue to work together, play together, learn together and grow together. Besides your family, these are the people that
you are going to spend the greatest amount of time with over the next nine years of your educational career. Be respectful to them and I
will guarantee that you will develop wonderful friendships and promote positive academic, social and behavioral experiences. Congratu-
lations on your promotion to Belle Heth. The McHarg School Community wishes you the best and ask that you come back to visit.

Thank you seniors for listening to my message and building strong, positive relationships with your classmates and school community
members that will last a lifetime. I appreciate the model you have established for those classes and students behind you to follow. As you
prepare to leave the Radford City School System, please know that you have earned our respect, and we wish you all the best with your
future endeavors. Congratulations soon to be class of 2017! Please don’t forget to come back and visit this special place.
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Belle Heth Wins Tame The Beast School Challenge!

This year, Head Cross Country/Track
Coach Mike Carrow, added a challenge
for all Radford City Schools to take part
in prior to the 3 and 6 mile races.  The
winner of the challenge would take
home a trophy as well as bragging rights
for 365 days. Teams were made up of a minimum for 5 runners and
each runner had to complete a mile through a modified portion of
the Bobcat Trail. The event was scored just like a regular cross
country meet with the team scoring the lowest amount of points
winning.  Runners accumulate points for their team depending
upon their finishing place.  The first place runner receives the
least amount of point while the last place runner receives the most
points.  It was a beautiful day on the course, and the weather was
perfect for running especially for a late March day. Belle Heth
showed they were ready to take home the trophy before the race
began.  They had a strong group of runners led by winner, Art
Intern Kevin Dugan, Principal Tara Grant, Assistant Principal Ken
Keister, 4th grade teachers Brittany Akers, Robin Hong, along
with 6th grade teachers Heather Rowland and Georgeanne Lavery.
 Belle Heth looks forward to next year trying to defend it’s title and
keep the trophy!

By Ken Keister

Radford High School student elected Youth
Governor
By Carol Andrews
Mark Johnston, a senior at RHS, was
elected Youth Governor for the 2017 Vir-
ginia YMCA Model General Assembly.
The Model General Assembly is widely
considered the finest citizenship-training
program in Virginia.  This year over 550
students participated in the three-day ses-
sion March 23-25 at the State Capitol.  Students served as sena-
tors, delegates, officers, lobbyists, reporters and underclassmen
legislators.  General Assembly members, state agency personnel
and lobbyists assisted them as they learned about Virginia’s legis-
lative process.
Youth Governor Johnston met with Virginia Governor Terry
McAuliffe as well as members of the General Assembly this win-
ter.  Mark also addressed the Opening Joint Session of the 70th

Model General Assembly at 7 PM on March 23 at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, adjacent to Capitol Square.
One of the things that Mark enjoyed the most was his press con-
ference.   Students that served as reporters and lobbyists had the
opportunity to ask him questions about the different bills that
were being presented over the 2 day period.  He also said that he
had a wonderful time working with his staff, which he appointed
personally.  These students represented all different areas in the
State of Virginia.
Mark commented at a recent school board meeting that he was so
glad that he got involved in MGA because it has been a wonderful
experience that he will never forget.

Whale Day In Bobcat Country
By Tina Tapp

Blue whales, also known as
Balaenoptera musculus, are labelled
as an “endangered species” due to
the whale harpooning that illegally
takes place in the ocean. These
majestic creatures are selfishly
slayed for the benefit of major companies. They are used for oils,
such as cooking oil, lamp oil, cosmetics and other various human
uses. Previously, before whale hunting became a major issue, there
were approximately 150,000-200,000 blue whales. Today, between
1,500-2,500 are left.
As part of the Radford High School tradition for almost 20 years,
RHS hosted its annual “Whale Day on Thursday, April 13th.” This
day has previously been organized and structured by former biol-
ogy teacher Frank Taylor. However this year, due to his retirement,
first year biology teacher, Jackie Daly took on the responsibility of
making the day a success. Buses of second graders were brought
over from McHarg to tour the gym which featured an (almost) life
sized blue whale which the students were able to enter and tour.
Each second grader was given a worksheet and clipboard to follow
along with as they made their way around to each station. At the
sound of Ms. Daly’s whistle, the eager junior Bobcats were noti-
fied to rotate their way to the next station. Ms. Daly’s Biology 2
students had posters and mini lessons prepared to teach kids the
importance of respecting blue whales and to inform them of the
magnificent creatures that they are.
Senior, Alex Miano, works as Ms. Daly’s lab assistant. He says the
whale day preparations took over a month. “The goal for this day
is to teach second graders about blue whales. They’re going ex-
tinct, and it’s important to inform the younger generations in order
to stop it and prevent it from happening again,” she says.
Thanks to the hard work of Ms. Daly, her students, and the tradi-
tion carried on by Frank Taylor, whale day was yet another suc-
cessful event at Radford High School. Not only was the younger
generation able to learn about blue whales, but they were able to
do so in a hands on and interactive way. Junior Bobcats inevitably
admire and emulate the older generations, which provides the per-
fect leeway for molding the future of our earth.

Fourth graders from Belle Heth trekked across Vir-
ginia on April 7, 2017 to bring life to their learning of
Virginia Studies. Students visited the Jamestown
Settlement and Colonial Williamsburg. They had the
opportunity to have hands-on experiences in the In-
dian Village and Jamestown Fort, reenacted a hearing
of the House of Burgesses, and visited the Colonial

By Meredith Summers

Governor’s Palace. Highlights of the trip were seeing
the replicas of the Susan Constant, Godspeed and
Discovery, as well as watching a musket be fired first-
hand. 

Belle Heth Bobcats Trek Across Virginia
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The Bobcat Backpacks Program has
had an amazing year! In just a year and
a half, we have grown from feeding 65
children to now over 100 children ev-
ery weekend throughout the school
year. With support from the school
board and all four schools, the Bobcat

Bobcat Backpack Program

Backpacks Program continues working
hard to meet the needs of many hungry Bobcats.

The Bobcat Backpacks Program is a community effort to meet
weekend food needs for 100+ hungry Radford City Public School
children. Students served by our program receive Free or Reduced
Cost meals at school and have weekend food insecurity. These
students are identified by their principals and guidance counse-
lors who communicate confidentially with the Bobcat Backpacks
Program to maintain privacy. The bags are sent home every Friday
to ensure that dependable, nutritious, and palatable food is pro-
vided for these students. This program also supports food pan-
tries located at Belle Heth Elementary and Radford High School.

The cost per week for 100 bags is about $700 or $7 a bag. The bags
contain 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners and snacks. Purchased
food comes from the Radford Food Lion and Feeding America in
Salem, that sells their food to us at a reduced cost. Volunteers pack
bags every week at the Presbyterian Church of Radford, which is
where we store our food. Our volunteers come from Radford City
Schools (students, teachers, and even school board members!),
the Radford City community, as well as Radford University who
have provided amazing support to our program including hosting
a “Day of Giving” in fall 2016 which collected over 14,000 food
items!

The Bobcat Backpacks Program is excited to announce that we will
be partnering with the RCPS Summer Feeding Program to ensure
our students will be provided with weekend food during the sum-
mer months. We will have bags of weekend food available at all
four schools every Thursday for those who need them.

For more information see our Facebook page: Bobcat Backpacks
Program
Email us directly at: BobcatBackpacks@gmail.com
Tax deductible donations: gofundme.com/BobcatBackpacks
Non-perishable food donations: The Presbyterian Church of
Radford (4th and Randolph)

By Andrew Graham
Sixth Grade Glencoe Project

The sixth grade gifted students are currently
working on a project in conjunction with
Glencoe Museum. This project is a wonderful
opportunity for students to make history come
alive through literary exploration. After Win-
ter Break, students began completing a his-
torical fiction novel unit, in which students
examined the points of view of persons from eighteenth century
America. Upon completion of this novel study students traveled
to Glencoe to view the house and grounds. While touring Glencoe,
students took copious notes about the house, furnishings, and
original inhabitants. Students also took photographs of various
aspects of the home both inside and out. Since our trip to Glencoe,
students have been compiling their notes into detailed stories
about the people of Glencoe. These manuscripts will become pic-
ture books for second through fourth grade students to read and
by which vicariously experience the history of our beloved city.
The project is set to be completed by the end of the 2016-2017
school year.



Page 4, Spring Edition 2017                                        Radford Reflections

PUBLISHED BY RADFORD CITY SCHOOLS
1612 Wadsworth Street

Radford, VA 24141
540-731-3647

Special Thanks for assistance on this newsletter to:
McHarg Elementary

         Belle Heth Elementary
    Dalton Intermediate

      Radford High School
Parent Educator Resource Center

2017 SUMMER FEEDING SCHEDULE

McHarg:

Monday – Thursday  - June 12 – June 29, 2017

Breakfast – 8:30 – 9:30

Lunch – 11:00 – 12:30

Monday – Thursday  - July 5 – August 3, 2017

No Breakfast

Lunch – 11:00 – 12:30

Belle Heth:

Monday – Thursday  - June 12 – June 29, 2017

Breakfast – 8:30 – 9:30

Lunch – 11:00 – 12:30

Monday – Thursday  - July 5 – August 3, 2017

Breakfast – 8:30 – 9:30

Lunch – 11:00 – 12:30

DIS/RHS:

Monday – Thursday  - June 12 – June 29, 2017

Breakfast – 8:15 – 9:15

Lunch – 11:00 – 12:15

Monday – Thursday  - July 5 – August 3, 2017

Breakfast – 8:15 – 9:15

Lunch – 11:00 – 12:15

FEED AND READ BUS

Will go July 5 – July 27, 2017

Riverbend – 10:45 – 11:30

Fairfax – 12:00 – 12:45

Dates to Remember
June 21-23- Kiddie Fair-More info on RCPS Facebook
August 14-  Open House- Times TBD by Schools
August 16-   First Day for Students


