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Special Thanks for assistance on this newsletter to:
McHarg Elementary

         Belle Heth Elementary
    Dalton Intermediate

      Radford High School
Parent Educator Resource Center

October 18th, 2017 will mark the end of our first nine weeks grading period. On behalf of the Radford
City School Division, I would like to thank all students, staff and school community members for
helping make the start of the 2017-2018 school year a great success. As we move into our 2nd nine
weeks grading period, I would ask you to review the following important information below:
· I am proud to report that, once again, Radford City Public Schools (RCPS) has met all of the
Standards of Learning benchmark requirements to be fully accredited by the VDOE and the State of
Virginia.  Each of the four schools received a full accreditation status and, Radford, as a division, is one

of 65 out of 132 school systems to have all schools within the division achieve this milestone!
· For the third year, RCPS was awarded $212, 240 from the Virginia Department of Education to provide Extended School Year
services to students in our school community. In addition to the Extended School Year Grant, we continue to partner with Beans and Rice,
Inc. via the 21st Century Grant to provide after school enrichment, homework support and food to many students at McHarg, Belle Heth
and JDIS.
· Radford High School was one of five high schools to receive a $50,000 grant to help support the innovative practices that we
initiated last year. In partnership with Radford University, RCPS also received a grant worth close to $10,000 to provide professional
development opportunities to our staff in the area of cybersecurity. In addition, partnerships with Qualcomm and Steelcase/Barrows
furniture have yielded grants and donations totaling close to $100,000 for our makerspace lab and active learning spaces.
· The fall extra-curricular activity period began August 1st and continues throughout October and into November. The Best Band
in the Land maintains a high level of performance racking up many awards while the fall athletic teams work hard to make playoff
competitions.
· Schools will be closed for all students on Friday, October 20th for professional development and then again on Monday, October
23rd for parent teacher conferences. Schools will reopen again on Tuesday, October 24th

Thanks again for a great opening to our school year. We look forward to a wonderful 2017-2018! If you have questions or concerns about
the information above, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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We are a 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt organi-
zation with the mission of helping stu-
dents (K-12) and teachers within a 40
mile radius of Radford who get diag-
nosed with cancer.

Over the past year, Students vs. Cancer has been active helping
three teachers and four students in the New River Valley who are
battling cancer.  In addition, we just finished doing a fund raiser
where we shipped over 700 pairs of underwear to “Undies for Ev-
eryone” out of Houston that will distribute the underwear to the
students in Houston schools who were affected by Hurricane
Harvey.  We also had a fabulous evening last month where we took
three of the people whom we are currently helping, along with their
siblings, out to eat and then a fun evening of back to school shop-
ping; we bought all the basic school supplies, calculators, book-
bags, and new shoes to get the kids and siblings off to a good start
for their school year.
Our organization tries to not give cash, but other things like gift
certificates to local restaurants for the family, pay hotel bills while
the family is at the hospital, take family siblings back to school
shopping, movie tickets for the family, iPads for the child (very
helpful while sitting taking 6 hours of chemo), wireless headphones
for music, maid service to help clean the house, movie channels
added to the cable for them, new cell phones, and whatever idea
we come up with that will make things a little easier for the patient
and the family.  We also give movie tickets to students who have a
parent who is fighting cancer or who has lost their battle.
The members in the Students vs. Cancer club have to do 6 hours of
community service, which is usually geared toward doing some-
thing for a family we are helping or a cancer patient.  One of the
things we did last year was provide babysitting services for the
parents of one of the kids who is fighting cancer right now.  About
once a month, or whenever it would work for the parent’s sched-
ule, we would have four kids go over and watch the student and
her three siblings from 5-9 while we gave the parents a chance to
go out to their favorite restaurant or time to go Christmas shop-
ping for the kids.

Students vs. Cancer
By Cecil Hickam

Culinary Arts
By Melissa Martin
Over the summer of 2017, the Culinary Arts classroom at Radford
High School was renovated to become a commercial kitchen. The
previous kitchen was used when “Home Ec” was still taught and
looked very much like a home kitchen. The new kitchen has been
updated with industrial equipment, such as convection ovens,
proofing/holding cabinets, prep tables, three compartment sinks,
and much more.
The Culinary Arts program is designed to teach students how to
prepare food and manage a restaurant. Currently, there are two
levels offered to the students: Introduction to Culinary Arts and
Culinary Arts 1. Introduction to Culinary Arts is available for stu-
dents in grades 9-12 and is 50 minutes per day. Culinary Arts 1 is
available for students who have taken Introduction to Culinary
Arts previously and is 100 Minutes per day. Culinary Arts 1 stu-
dents use the Prostart curriculum from the National Restaurant
Association. The commercial kitchen will better prepare students
who want jobs in the restaurant industry or students who wish to
continue their education in the culinary field. The students have a
chance to receive either a Servsafe Certificate or a Prostart Level
One Certification through the National Restaurant Association.

On September 7, McHarg students and
teachers enjoyed a visit with a very
special guest, Frank Beamer! Coach
Beamer came to present a check for
$1782 from his organization, Herma’s
Readers, to McHarg’s Book Buddies

Coach Beamer Visits McHarg
By Dr. Mike Brown

program for the purchase of additional books and supplies.
Through the Book Buddies program, Radford University teacher
interns work one-on-one with first graders to boost the children’s
reading skills.
While he was at McHarg, Coach Beamer read a story to a room full
of excited students. Four students were even the children of former
Virginia Tech football players! Our entire school was able to watch
his read-aloud as it was broadcast live throughout the school.  
Coach Beamer also talked with the children about how important it
is to learn to read so that they can be successful not just on the
sports field but also in school and in life.  

After hearing about the tragedy of Hurri-
cane Harvey, the SCA at Dalton Intermedi-
ate School decided to help. Our school
worked together to collect 782 bottles of

Hurricane Relief Drive at DIS
Ms. Ramsey

water and 1,175 diapers. These donations were taken to the Radford
Fire Department to be delivered to the affected areas.

Tiny House Project

The Dual Enrollment Building Trades students
in conjunction with the Dual Enrollment Draft-
ing students have begun the process of de-
signing and constructing a tiny home. The
project, which is estimated to be completed over
the course of 3 years, will utilize both green
and smart technologies as well as being handicapped accessible.
Fundraising efforts have begun as local businesses have agreed
to donate money and/or materials for the project.
This co-curricular project will allow the students to be a part of
both the design and construction process. This will give the stu-
dents the invaluable experience of seeing a computer rendering
become a functioning tiny home. Utilizing the private sector con-
struction and drafting backgrounds of Mr. Lawton and Mr. Rob-
erts, the students will have as much of an industry like experience
as possible. At the conclusion of the project the tiny home will be
auctioned off.

By Mr. Roberts
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Radford High School Boy Scout
Completes Eagle Scout Project at
McHarg Elementary
By Ms. Woinski
Kenny Woods a Radford High School stu-
dent completed his Eagle Scout project at
McHarg Elementary over the summer break.
Part of Kenny’s Eagle Scout project included
constructing an eight foot diameter raised
garden bed in the school’s outdoor classroom. McHarg will utilize
the new gardening space to teach and implement a variety of SOLs.
Kenny and troop members also repainted the United States map
on the black top space behind the school. McHarg students were
eager to check out the restored map with all of the bright and
vibrant colors.  McHarg faculty and students thank Kenny for
investing his time at McHarg to complete his Eagle Scout project.
Both of these areas will be used and enjoyed to further inspire
students learning for years to come!

On Friday, October 27th, Radford City Public Schools will cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of the Radford High School Football
Stadium. Certainly, much has happened over the past 50 years to
celebrate.  Highlights will include the accomplishments, history
and recognition of those who have made the stadium a special
place within the community. In addition to the celebration, money
will be raised for the Students vs. Cancer organization at Radford
High School.  This organization helps many within the school
community who have been affected by this awful disease.

50th Anniversary of Bobcat Stadium
By Ms. Ratcliffe

From the Eclipse to Chicks
By Ms. Ramsey
Seventh grade Science classes investi-
gated why the moon and the sun are ap-
parently the same size during an eclipse.
They found out that a total solar eclipse
occurs when the Sun, Moon, and Earth
are  aligned in a perfectly straight line.  Not everyone on Earth can
see a total solar eclipse.  It can only be seen from the umbra, the
dark center of the Moon's shadow on the Earth.  Radford experi-
enced a partial solar eclipse.  We were located in the penumbra, or
secondary shadow of the Moon's shadow.
The sun and the moon appear the same size in Earth’s sky because
the sun’s diameter is about 400 times greater – but the sun is also
about 400 times farther away. To demonstrate this, students used
a paper plate and a one inch disk to create their own “eclipse”. One
student held the paper plate at one end of the hall, while the other
student held up the disk and moved backward until they could not
see the plate anymore.
Also in Mrs. Edward’s class, Kathy Harris is providing us with the
opportunity to hatch some chicks while we study the Scientific
Method.  Hypothesis: Students believe that the eggs will weigh
more as they develop into young chicks.  Each class has adopted
an egg and will be weighing it on a triple beam balance over the 21
day incubation period. Will their hypothesis turn out to be true?
Will we be successful in hatching our chicks? Data will be col-
lected, charts and graphs made. Attention to detail is always a
must when doing research. Students are also practicing writing
descriptive summaries?

By Ms. Lavery
Belle Heth’s Living Roof

Come by and see our new Living
Lab at Belle Heth! Our students will
monitor the water quality on our
green roof shelter as compared to
other water downspouts around
the school building. Students will also experiment with growing
edible plants in our raised beds using different growing techniques
this winter. Soon our 6th graders will use this space to experiment
with different machines that can best capture wind energy into
electrical energy. Currently students are keeping data on their own
hen and chick plants by measuring diameter and circumference.
Our pumpkin plants are also coming along too.  Watch this lab
throughout the year as we learn and practice sustainability and
ecology.

In the Qualcomm Inspired Thinkabit Lab, we have
started the year demonstrating that we are all engi-
neers, problem solvers. We have investigated the
Engineering Design Process, the process essential
for many activities, both in our Thinkabit Lab and in
the students’ other classes, used to help us effec-
tively solve problems no matter what size. Students
were able to see the complete process as they designed marshmal-
low and toothpick towers, designing, building, and improving them
based on what they discovered. Later, they reinforced these engi-
neering skills by building assorted structures with CitiBloc planks
(sixth grade), vehicles with Laser Pegs and K’nex rods (fifth grade),
oversized jigsaw puzzles (fourth grade), and assorted houses with
Frontier Logs (third grade). Collaboration, communication, and
creativity have been the life skills that the kids are working to
strengthen as they expand their engineering talents. This is in
preparation for some exciting upcoming design projects. The extra
class time (having a whole hour for class this year) has really
helped the students. Everyone comes to class excited and ready to
work. A lot of fun and new activities are in our future!

By Mr. Leighton
Belle Heth’s Thinkabit Lab

Dates to Remember
October 20- Schools Closed for Prof. Dev.
October 23-Schools Closed for Parent Conf.
November 22-24- Schools Closed-Thanksgiving Holiday
December 20- Two Hour Early Release
December 21-January 2- Schools Closed- Winter Holiday
January 15- Schools Closed- Martin Luther King Holiday
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